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Worship the Risen Christ!

Dear Ones in Christ Jesus: Christ Is Risen, He Is Risen indeed!

You can look at Hope’s April calendar on the back page of this
newsletter, but because most of our Holy Week Services occur right away
in the first week of April, I want to highlight them here, so that we can note
day and time right up front!

Thursday, April 2",
our Maundy Thursday service w/communion is at 6:30 PM.
Friday, April 379, Good Friday,
there are two services, at 1 PM and 6:30 PM.
(The evening service will be a Tenebrae — service of darkness)
Sunday, April 5,
Easter Sunday — the Resurrection of Our Lord! — at 10:30 AM.

(There will be an Easter breakfast for members and their families
at 9 AM)

Please promote our church with its special services and times to your
family, friends and neighbors!

We have had a meaningful Lententide with many of you (besides Mary
and myself) in attendance at all six services! And speaking of Mary, our
secretary and organist/keyboardist, continue to pray for her and her hands as
they have, as usual, served double-time during this season! We also
appreciate those who have served in our sermon dialogues: Carol, Warren,
Jim, and Bill! Also, a big thank you as we were able to offer wonderful
dinners prior to our Wednesday night services under the direction of Jane
and her team! Our ushers, elders and audiovisual technicians made it
possible for us to have orderly services as they do every Sunday morning!
A big thanks for our choir, under the direction of Diane, particularly during
our Holy Week services!

One of the things we’ve been trying to reinstitute is an intentional time
of silent meditation and prayer prior to the services. We don’t want to
smother the friendly greeting atmosphere that we have between our
members and guests, but we do want to remember that we have gathered
specifically to worship the living God! We encourage everyone to take a
few moments prior to worship to pray particularly for the service itself: the
words and the music, the preaching and the fellowship that we share in the
Risen Christ! In order to help facilitate this desire the doors to the
sanctuary are closed for about five minutes prior to the service during the
prelude. Let us view the prelude as a pray-lude and respect that time with
our fellow parishioners quietly and reverently. Thank you for the blessing
of your friendship and our mutual worship!

Yours in the Risen Christ!

Pastor Paul



Stewardship Corner
Defining Christian Stewardship

Brief descriptions or definitions of Christian
stewardship are easy to find. There are so many books or
resources on the topic of stewardship that they could fill
several bookshelves. Each book or resource offers its
own special definition. In addition, Lutherans,
Methodists, Baptists, Catholics and so forth offer their
unique definition of Christian stewardship. The LCMS
states the following: “Christian stewardship is the free
and joyous activity of the child of God and God’s family,
the Church, in managing all of life and life’s resources
for God’s Purposes.”

Books and resources on stewardship are helpful, but
Christian stewardship is founded upon the Word of God.
The Apostle Paul’s letter to Titus, chapter two, verses 11-
14, gives a wonderful summary of the foundation for
Chrisitan stewardship.

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing
salvation for all people, training us to renounce
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present
age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing
of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus
Christ, Who gave Himself for us to redeem us from
all lawlessness and to purify for Himself a people
for His own possession who are zealous for good
works.

In this text, God’s grace revealed through Jesus
Christ empowers us to reject ungodliness and live self-
controlled and upright lives. God’s grace makes our
stewardship possible. Grace not only opens our hearts to
receive the gift of faith leading to salvation. That same
grace enables us to use our time, talents, and resources
for God’s purposes. Grace turns our minds and hearts to
Jesus, and we can live the lives that He wants us to live.
Rather than live lives driven by worldly passions, He
enables us to live transformed lives that are “self-
controlled, upright, and godly.” In verse 14 of the
passage above, Paul tells us that, since Christ has
redeemed us from sin and its power, we are to have a zeal
or passion to do good works. We are saved by grace
through faith for good works.

From Paul’s letter to Titus, we understand that
Christian stewardship begins with the grace of God.
Everything we are and do is the result of God’s grace in
Christ. Our stewardship impacts our relationship with
God, with our neighbors, and with all of creation. May
God help us use the resources that He has entrusted to us
in such way that others come to know and trust in the
Lord. God’s blessings on your stewardship journey!
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Fun and Games!

Join us on Thursday, April 16, for some board or card
games fun!

The fun runs from 1:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m.

Bring a snack, if you wish. Bring a friend, also!

For more information, talk to Becky.

Our God is a God 'Who saves;
from the Sovereign LORD
comes escape from death.

Psalm 68:20

“Hapby*

Eastertide

Again that time of year has come,
Springtime combined with Eastertide.
Blossoms, raindrops, bees that hum,

And nail-scarred hands and sword-pierced side.

A cup of wine and crust of bread
Reminding us of Him Who gave
All that He had, and as He died
Was buried in a borrowed grave.

And then triumphant Easter morn,
He rose to fling aside His shroud,
For death is vanquished clean away
And Hallelujahs ring aloud!

“You are Looking for jesus the
Nazarene, Who was crucified.
He has risen! He is not here,
Scee the place where they Latd Him,
BuUt go, tell,..”

Mark 16:6-7
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Holy Week

The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.
(The Verse for Monday in Holy Week, Lutheran Service
Book Altar Book, p. 586)

Easter was the first festival the Early Church
celebrated. Lent, Holy Week, and the Triduum — the
three holy days of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and
Holy Saturday — with their progressively penitential
character, help prepare us for the celebration of the
central events of our faith: Christ’s death and
resurrection.

Izasier

Alleluia! [Christ Jesus] abolished death and brought
life and immortality to light through the Gospel.

Alleluia! (The Verse for Easter Day, Lutheran Service
Book Altar Book, p. 596)

The joyous Easter season lasts for seven weeks, up to
the Day of Pentecost. It is the celebration of the very
heart of the Christian faith — the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead and His defeat of sin, death, and the
devil for all who have faith in Him. Lectionary readings
during this season come mainly from the Gospel of John
and highlight Jesus’ resurrection appearances and His
teachings about Himself: “I am the vine,” “I am the good
shepherd,” and others.

Hope in The Wond,

We are now three months into developing the habit of
reading God’s Word using “Hope in the Word (The
5x5x5 New Testament Reading Plan). For many
Christians, spending time personally reading Scripture
enriches their faith walk with the Holy Spirit. As well, it
keeps us ever mindful of how the Spirit renews our
relationship with the Lord, meditating on and applying
God’s Holy Word in our everyday lives.

April’s reading list is included with this issue of The
Messenger. Hard copies of the reading list are also
available in the church lobby.

April 5-11 — James 3-5; Matthew 1-2
April 12-18 — Matthew 3-7

April 19-25 — Matthew 8-12

April 26-May 2 — Matthew 13-17
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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP

Palm Sunday, March 29 9:00 a.m.
Communion will be celebrated
Maundy Thursday, April 2 — 6:30 p.m.
Communion will be celebrated
Good Friday, April 3 -
Scripture & Song 1:00 p.m.
Service of Darkness 6:30 p.m.

Guests are always welcome at all our services. Invite a
friend or neighbor to meet Jesus.

Christ is Risen!
Easter Worship

Easter Sunday, April 5
10:30 a.m.

Communion celebrated.

Bible Class and Sunday School
will not be held today.

Easter Breakfast served at 9:00 a.m.

Bhilppians 310, NSV
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Deep Faith in a Shallow World

My mother-in-law loves to tell this story of her
youngest child on the bus. It goes something like this.
My sister-in-law rode the bus to get to school every day.
Because of how rowdy kids can be on a bus (whether
they’re riding for 5 minutes or 50), the bus driver had
decided that it was necessary to assign seats. She would
bring her Bible with her on the bus and one day she
started reading parts of it to the younger girl who was her
assigned bus buddy.

The Gift of God’s Love

After some time had passed of her doing this, she
asked the girl if she had a Bible of her own. She did not.
My sister-in-law went home that night and asked her
parents if she could give her bus buddy her own.

It’s a great story of how God works through the
mundane. It’s also a sobering reminder of the times we
live in now.

Our children do not have the luxury of growing up
with what one pastor near me calls “home field
advantage.” Church numbers are in decline across the
board and it is very likely that many of your children’s
friends will not come from homes that are well-versed in
the Bible. While one could sit and lament the state of the
church, let’s be reminded of the opportunity our children
have to be “prepared to make a defense to anyone who
asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you” (1 Peter
3:15).

Strengthen Faith at Church

In order to help our children maintain, strengthen,
and share their faith, they truly need to gather with
Christian brothers and sisters in worship. What does this
mean? The author of Hebrews reminds us church
participation matters as God strengthens us through His
Word and the Sacraments. In order to hold fast to our
confession of faith we need not be “neglecting to meet
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing
near.” (Hebrews 10:25). When we hear God’s Word,
sing His praises, and pray together, we are encouraging
one another, that, in turn pushes our children’s faith walk
further. Sunday School lessons with peers for you and
your children, teachers or mentors that you can go to with
questions, and tasting forgiveness week after week—all
of these elements work to strengthen your spiritual walk
for life beyond the church parking lot.

We sometimes emphasize walking with God beyond
Sunday at church, and that is a beautiful thing, but let’s
not forget that God has given us the time of worship to
center us and others on His Word.

(continued in next column)
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Deep Faith, cont.

Equip for Questions at Home

If we only ever speak about Jesus in our homes
during special times of the year, we miss out on many
opportunities to teach our children how to think, pray,
and lean-in during questions or times of doubt. Creating
a space where children can ask the “what does this mean”
question or wonder about a teaching in Scripture helps to
train them for when they encounter these same questions
and confusions outside your home. Honestly, this is part
of what the Everyday Faith calendar aims to do. It aims
to aid you in creating space for your children to wonder
and think deeply about Scripture, Jesus, and their life in
faith.

Be an Easter Person in the World

Easter is an entire season of the church year, not just
one day of celebration. The Easter season of the church
calendar is marked by rejoicing in the celebration of the
risen Christ. It’s a remembrance of the Person in history
Who actually walked the earth. The Man Who was
unjustly executed by corrupt people, but Who didn’t stay
in the grave and walked the earth again. Easter is a day
to remember that we do not fight for victory over sin,
death, and the devil but from victory. We know the story,
and the story does not end with death but with new life.

To be an “Easter Person,” a phrase that harkens back
to St. Augustine’s exposition on Psalm 148, is to live
knowing the joy that is to come. It’s to live in such a way
that people might ask about the hope that you cling to (1
Peter 3:15). In Hebrews, the author reminds us that in
order to live in a broken world we must be “looking to
Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the
joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising
the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of
God. (12:2).

In 2 Corinthians 3:3, Paul says,

“And you show that you are a letter from Christ delivered
by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living
God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human
hearts.”

In a world marred with death, strife, and struggle—
try to exhibit the fruit of the Spirit. Be kind when it
would be easier to be unkind. Be a source of peace when
others seem chaotic. Your children will model this in
their own lives as they continue building trust in the
forgiveness which flows from the cross, blooms in the
resurrection, and looks toward the life of the world to
come. And God has called you—their parent—to aid in

passing the faith to them and through them.
Scripture: ESV®.
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The Holy Land Christians
to be Our Guests
April 12

The Holy Land Christians will be our guests on
Sunday, April 12, and bring some of their beautiful
olivewood crafts. In a brief presentation at the end of our
worship service, we will hear about the Christians of the
Holy Land. In the lobby we will see a nice display of
handmade olive wood religious articles from Bethlehem.
These articles will be available for sale. The carvings
include olivewood Nativity sets, crosses, Christmas
ornaments, candle holders, angels and many other
religious crafts that could make a nice gift for a wedding,
baptism, confirmation, Easter or Christmas. The carvings
are handmade by Christian families from Bethlehem who
rely on it for their daily bread.

More than 70% of the Christian Community in the
Holy Land depend upon tourism as their only source of
income. For decades those Christians have been
enduring many hardships as tourism in Bethlehem has
plummeted and access to other sources of income has
been sharply restricted due to the ongoing conflict, the
wars, the 12-yard wall built around Bethlehem, the
COVID-19 pandemic, and most recently, the catastrophic
war in Gaza. Tourists are afraid and have been unable to
visit. This has made it very difficult for Christian
families and has forced many to flee their homeland. The
Christian population in the Holy Land has dropped from
30% in the last century to less than 1% today. If this
trend continues, in a few years there will be no Christians
living in the land of Christ, which could cause tragic
consequences to our faith and the holy sites.

Please help support our Christian brothers and sisters
in the town of Bethlehem where Christ was born by
buying their carvings.

All proceeds go to support Christian families in
Bethlehem.

Ne’er tomb can hold
Nor grave clothes bind Thee,
Resurrected Son of Man;
In triumph You stand, yon Mary’s Gardener,
Scorning death to rise again.

Risen anew this Easter morning
Hope, Thou Hope,
Stretch forth Thy hand,
And touch faint, doubting hearts once more,
Thou resurrected Son of Man!
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Spring Sale
April 23-24

It is Spring Cleaning
Time — and we certainly
still have time enough to
do it — so go through your
closets and bureaus and
basements and garages and
BRING IN items for our annual Spring Rummage Sale.
Times are 8am — 7pm on Thursday and 8am — 5pm on
Friday.

Rummage

REMEMBER as you are sorting items, we can only
use clean spring/summer items in good repair to sell at
this annual fund raiser. Hold on to fall/winter items for
our annual Fall Rummage Sale.

Please do not bring in electronics that do not
work. This especially applies to large screen tvs as we
end up paying to recycle them.

Money raised at the Sale will be used to support
Hope women going to LWML conventions, Hope Youth,
and other congregational needs.

Call Sharron with any questions, before you drop off
items for sale, and to volunteer to help her set up and run
the Sale. Her home number is 517-403-0065.

“A Minute to Consider” on WLEN

“A Minute to Consider” is a 60-second message
recorded by Pastor Paul and aired on WLEN during
weekday drive times. This program has been part of our
ministry/outreach for many years.

Hope’s 2026 budget, accepted at last November’s
Voter’s Meeting, does not include money for this
ministry program. If we are to continue this radio
ministry past this month, it is necessary for
contributions to be made.

Please consider donating to this ministry. The
monthly cost to the church is $315.56. There are special
envelopes in the lobby for these donations.
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Irish Hills Zone Rally
April 11

The Irish Hills Zone Spring Rally will be held at
Trinity Lutheran Church, Jackson, M1, Saturday April
11, beginning at 9:30 a.m.

Registration and coffee and goodies begin at 9:00
a.m. Lunch will be served also. Registration is $10.00
and covers food costs. A donation for mission work will
also be taken.

We will do the business of the Zone and then
assemble some Emergency Food Bags for Trinity to
distribute to the needy.

We are collecting items for these Emergency Food
Bags and invite your participation. Items for these bags
are: 1) gallon-size Ziploc bags; 2) Starkist or chicken
“Snack to Go” or something similar; 3) individual
applesauce cups; 4) Belvita Snack packs or something
similar; 5) Cheese & cracker packs; 6) soft granola bars,
like Nutri-Grain bars; 7) beef jerky or Slim Jims, 8) water
bottles. Give your donations to Mary.

Hope Women
April 19

Hope Women meets Sunday, April 19, following
Bible Class. We will enjoy a light lunch and firm up our
plans for our Mother/Daughter Event and participation in
the LWML District Convention in June. We continue to
collect hygiene items for Lynwood Manor. Place
donations in box in lobby. The residents thank you!

Mother/Daughter Event

All women and girls are invited to our annual
Mother/Daughter Event! We will gather together on
Saturday, May 9, at church from 11:00 a.m. to about 1:00
p.m. Our Theme is: “Growing in Grace” based on 2
Peter 3:18 — “But grow in the grace and knowledge of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be glory both
now and forever! Amen.”

Tickets are $8.00 for those over 12 years of age,
$4.00 for those ages 4-11, free for those ages 3 and
under! Tickets will be available beginning Sunday, April
12. See you there!

We are HIS!
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Mighty Mites at Work

April is “Mite Month!” We make a special effort to
bring in the loose change (and folding money) we have
collected in our mite containers and send it on its way to
serve the Lord. Drop your “mites” off on Mary’s desk.
If you would like a container for your “mites”, talk to
Sharron Sheridan or Mary Martinal.

This month as you put money into your mite
container, say a prayer for POBLO International.

Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord has called us to
make disciples of all nations, which includes making
disciples of Afghan and Arab women in Metro-Detroit
and particularly in Dearborn, Michigan (Matthew 28:19-
20). American Christians with hearts to share the Gospel
could build relationships and serve through various
programs with love and care to these women.

A team of LCMS Christian women from various
LCMS congregations would work along with POBLO
missionaries and a female Afghan Coordinator to build a
healthy environment, fertile to share the saving message
of Jesus with hundreds of Afghan and Arabs in Michigan
so that some could be saved (1 Corinthians 9:22).

The Michigan District LWML, meeting in Grand
Rapids in 2024, granted $1,550.00 to enable an effective
and culturally relevant outreach and sharing of the Gospel
to Afghan and Arab women living in Michigan.

Secret Sisters

Are you remembering your Secret Sister? Pray for
your Sister daily and remember her regularly with a note.
This pleases our Lord and strengthens our relationship
with Him and with our fellow believers.

Serve the Lord with Gladness!

Alleluia! He is Risen!
Let the jolly anthems rise,

Let the bells ring out the
message

Easter Sunday signifies.

Let each heart be filled with
gladness,

Unto Him let praises soar ...
for

In truth, He is our Savior

And He lives forevermore!
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Sandra Dorr
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Baptismal

Wedding

pori 4 Anniversaries Anniversaries

14 Sherrie Paulette April 10 Gerald & Phyllis Johnson 10
15 Tyler Moyer 14 Kevin & Amy Giroux 20
15 Sue Muck 21 Scott & Patty Chapman 23
15 Bob Wachter 21

19 Les Howard 22

22 Judy Kuntz 23

25 Mike Vergiels 23

25 Dene Minnema 26

27

We Pray This Month:

For the Nations of the world for peace, healing from their troubles, and spread of the Gospel,
that God would heal the sick; for war-besieged Christians in Ukraine & Russia & Iran

For Our Nation —

that God would guide and protect our President and our Governor and our Mayor
that God would guide and protect all medical personnel and first responders
that God would guide and protect our military wherever they are serving.

For His Church —

that God would strengthen and protect all His people who are experiencing trials, testings
and/or persecution and all who are serving His Church as missionaries, especially the
Kaisers and the Harshes, pastors, teachers

For Hope —

that God would bless our 2026 Administrative Board
that God would bless and grow our Sunday School, our congregation, Youth Ministry
For those who grieve: families of: Marsha Neuhouser, Eileen Mitchell, Barb Hauch
For those who struggle with illness or injuries —

Mike & Patti Vergiels
Ruth Lamley-Prielipp
Sherrell & Danielle Hofbauer
Les Howard

Marilyn Caggiano

Kay Demlow

Stephanie Butler

Thomas Groh

Miss Charlie Clark
Sandra Wilson

Elizabeth Mott

Zachary Young (epilepsy)
Donna Bell (heart)

Clyde Osburn (heart)

Jeff Moyer (stroke)

John Barrett (cancer)
Marcy Palmiter (cancer)
Sherri Falzone (cancer)
William Crego (cancer)

Bob & Joann Wachter
Dene Minnema

Tricia Moyer-Fowler

Hans & Arleen Jacobsson
Mike Filter

Norm Knight (stroke)

Barb Davis

Sara & Noelle Drews

Irma Rogers (stroke)

Irma Morrild (Alzheimer’s)
Dave Allwardt

Rich Klann

Steve & Mike Weisenfelder
Kari Gulliksen (osteoporosis)
Jamie Murphy (cirrhosis)
Joe Thornsbury (cancer)
Pat Afiorga (cancer)

Jerry Pierce (cancer)

Kelsie Elling (cancer)

We give thanks to God for our many blessings.

Hope Lutheran Church

Margaret Parker

Mike & Patsy Broge
Mike Griffith (eyes)
Dianne Miller

Anna Etter

Fonda Bozeman
George MacBlaine
Ryan Liske

Ralph & Wanda Saylor
Laurie Moll

Ralph Wetzel

Diane Allwardt
Shannon Zeller (foot)
Marti Hudelston

Jim Ritzert (cancer)
Gary Allen (cancer)
Doug Thumm (cancer)
Mike Snyder (cancer)
Joann Sohl (cancer)
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April 2026

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 1 2 3 4
9:30am Gentz 6:30pm Maundy 1 & 6:30 p.m.
Sm. Gr Thurs. Worship Good Friday
6-7:30pm ©) Worship
EMAW
(Zoom)
5 Easter 6 7 8 9 10 11
9:00 am Easter Breakfast NO Gentz Sm. | 6:30pm Bible 1pm LCS Youth 9am Spring Rally
10:30 am Worship [C] Gr. Study Min. Mtg @ Trinity,
6-7:30pm EMAW 6pm Choir Jackson
(Zoom) Z:ISPW y
Ftheridge Study
12 2" Sunday of Easter | 13 14 15 16 17 18
9:00am Worship [C] 6:30pm Ladies 9:30am Gentz | 6:30pm Bible 1-3 Games
(Holy Land Christians) Bible Study Sm. Gr. Study 6pm Choir
10:30am SS & ABC & 6:30pm Elders Lunch Bunch? 6-7:30pm EMAW | 7:15pm
Confirmation .| (Zoom) Etheridge Study
6:30-8pm Hope Youth 4:30pm Admin
Bd. Mtg.
19 3" Sunday of Easter 20 21 22 23 24 25
9:00am Worship [C] 6:30pm Ladies 9:30am Gentz | 6:30pm Bible 8am — 7pm 8am — Spm Sale
10:30am SS & ABC & Bible Study Sm. Gr. Study Rummage Sale
Confirmation Newsletter 6-7:30pm EMAW 6pm Choir
11:45am Hope Women Deadline (Zoom) 7:15pm
6:30-8pm Hope Youth Etheridge Study
26 4" Sunday of Easter | 27 28 29 30 [C] =
9:00am Worship [C] 6:30pm Ladies NO Gentz Sm. | 6:30pm Bible 6pm Choir Communion
10:30am SS & ABC & Bible Study Gr. Study 7:15pm
Confirmation Etheridge Study
6:30-8pm Hope Youth
April 2026 Servant Schedule
April 2 6:30 p.m. ELDER: John Butler; READER: John Butler; USHERS: Dale Martinal, James P. Sheridan; COMMUNION:
Martinals
April 3 1:00 p.m. ELDER: Jim Logan; READER: Jim Logan; USHERS: Dale Martinal, James P. Sheridan
6:30 p.m. ELDER: Rick Wetzel; READER: Rick Wetzel; USHERS: Dale Martinal, James P. Sheridan
April 5 10:30 a.m. ELDER: John Butler; READERS: Sue Muck, John Butler; USHERS: Tom & Jacob Sande; COMMUNION:
Hilda Cortez; GREETERS: Scott Chapman, Anna Etter; FELLOWSHIP: Group 1
April 12 9:00a.m. ELDER: Bill Kohn; READERS: Jennifer Sande; Bill Kohn; USHERS: John & Jay Butler; COMMUNION:
the Sande Family; GREETERS: Ranetta MacBlaine, Deanna LeDroit; FELLOWSHIP: Group 2
April 19 9:00a.m. ELDER: Jim Logan; READERS: Carol Herter, Jim Logan; USHERS: Anna Etter, Dale Martinal;
COMMUNION: Sue Muck, Sara Hackney; GREETERS: Kathy Brevoort, Bev Lightfoot; FELLOWSHIP:
Group 3
April 26 9:00a.m. ELDER: Ron Gentz; READER: Mike Duncan, Ron Gentz; USHERS: Dale Martinal, James P. Sheridan;
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COMMUNION: Mike & Darlene Fink; GREETERS: Marcia Albain, Gail Sayler; FELLOWSHIP: Group 4
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