
 

 
Worship the Savior! 

The Lord invites you to join with your 

fellow believers in worshiping the promised 

Savior.  He loves us dearly and loves to hear 

our praises and our prayers. 

There are many opportunities to sing His 

praises throughout December.  Join us! 

 

Sunday Mornings - December 4, 11, and 18 

Worship at 9:00 a.m.  

Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. 

  

The Church Season of Advent begins this 

year on Sunday, November 27.   Join us for 

Advent Worship on Wednesdays, November 30, 

December 7 (Communion celebrated), 14 and 21 

at 6:30 p.m.   
 Join us at 5:30 p.m. for a light meal. 

The theme for our Advent worship is “Conversations with the Angels.” 

 Wednesday, November 30 – Theme – Hanging of the Greens/Hope’s 

Actual Anniversary 

 Wednesday, December 7 -  Theme – “Promises Fulfilled”  

(Communion will be celebrated at this service.) 

 Wednesday, December 14 - Theme – “Prayers Understood” 

 Wednesday, December 21 -  Theme – “Praises Called For” 
   

Invite your friends and neighbors to come with you to: 

Hope’s Family Christmas Worship 

on Sunday, December 18,  

at 6:30 p.m. 

our Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship  

on Saturday, December 24, at 6:30 p.m.  

AND 

Our Christmas Day Worship  

on Sunday, December 25, at 10:30 a.m.   

We’ll celebrate Holy Communion.  

There will be no Bible Class or Sunday School that day. 
 

We will gather to thank our loving Lord 

for the blessings and strength we received 

this year and to ask His blessing and 

guidance for the new year, 2023, on New 

Year’s Eve, Saturday, December 31, at 

6:30 p.m.  Holy Communion with be 

celebrated.   Sunday, January 1, 2023, we will worship and celebrate 

Communion at 10:30 a.m.
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Stewardship Corner 
 

Rejoice Exceedingly! 

This is the Christmas season, and, a small but 

important part of Jesus’ birth is the visit of the wise men.  

Their visit is recorded in the second chapter of Matthew’s 

Gospel.  Following the star, inquiring at the king's palace, 

informed by the priests where to find the Child, they 

trudged with determination to Bethlehem, bringing with 

them the gifts they planned to present as they worshiped 

Him.  "When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly 

with great joy.  And going into the house, they saw the 

child with Mary His mother, and they fell down and 

worshiped Him.  Then, opening their treasures, they 

offered Him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh" 

(Matthew 2:10-11).   

What did the wise men from the East know about this 

Baby or His family?  Not much.  Yet they came in faith, 

bringing gifts with them to honor Him.  How far did they 

travel?  How long was their trip?  We can surmise, but 

what's important to know is that, for them, the trip with 

all its drudgery was worth it.  “They rejoiced exceedingly 

with great joy” 

How long a trip are we prepared to make this 

Christmas to worship the Christ Child?  Are we willing to 

put up with inconvenience and sacrifice in order that we 

might come before Him with our gifts, offering them in 

faith, as the wise men did?   

What causes our joy this Christmas season?  Is it 

seeing the eyes of little children light up when they open 

their presents?  That's good.  Is it finding exactly the right 

gift for someone special?  That's good, too.  But do we 

rejoice exceedingly when we see the star?  Contrary to 

the messages we hear in the commercials and even the 

seasonal songs, the entire focus for Christmas should be 

the birth of Jesus, the Savior of the world. 

Along with doing all the wonderful things that are 

good to do at this time of the year, including visiting the 

sick and the shut-in, baking goodies for food banks, 

sharing financial resources with those in need, and all the 

shopping and caroling and everything else, let's find our 

joy in seeing the star.  That star points us to Jesus and 

leads us to the Cross.  May God grant us the same 

determination and faith that the wise men had when they 

traveled to honor Jesus.  Let us open our treasures and 

worship Him with our best and most precious gifts as the 

Wise Men did.   

As the Star of Bethlehem guided the wise men, may 

the light that is the Light of the world guide our thoughts, 

words, and actions.  Merry Christmas! 

  
 

 

Opportunities Still Available 

As the last months of the year approach, remember to 

use your two annual Thrivent Action Team opportunities.  

With each Action Team, you can access up to $250 as 

seed money toward a project or fundraiser.  The 

Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons provide many 

wonderful ideas for using your Action Teams, both at 

Hope and in our community. 

Some ideas:  purchase food and supplies for a local 

food bank or homeless shelter; purchase coats and winter 

outerwear for any coat drives; purchase poinsettias or 

other décor for local nursing home residents; purchase 

toys for a local Christmas gift drive; purchase staff 

appreciation gifts for local nursing homes or other care 

ministry. 

Anywhere you see a need or opportunity to do 

something good in our community, Thrivent Action 

Teams can provide the source of funds to help you and 

others be generous. 

 
 

Charitable Contributions from IRAs 

Did you know that, if you are at least 70 ½ years old, 

you can make tax-free charitable donations directly from 

your IRA?  By making what’s called a qualified 

charitable distribution (QCD), you can benefit your 

favorite charities while excluding up to $100,000 

($200,000, if filing a joint return) annually from gross 

income. 

In order to make a QCD, you simply instruct your 

IRA trustee to make a distribution directly from your IRA 

to your designated charity [like, Hope Lutheran Church!].  

These distributions count toward satisfying any required 

minimum distributions that you would otherwise have to 

receive from your IRA.  They do not count toward your 

taxable income for Federal or State Income Tax, tax on 

your Social Security, or income used to calculate your 

Medicare premiums. 
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Pastor’s Message 
Dear Friends and Members of Hope Lutheran Church, 

As expressed in the verse of a contemporary 

Christmas song:  “and the year has rolled around again!”  

I know, the passage of time is both fascinating and 

frightening.  From God’s viewpoint, “there is a time for 

everything under heaven.”  (See Ecclesiastes 3:1-8) 

Let’s hear it for Thanksgiving!  Wedged between two 

very secularized holidays of Halloween (the name which 

has been compressed from the words “hallowed 

evening”) and Christmas (which still has the name of our 

Savior in the title but has been secularized and/or ignored 

for its religious connection by most people in our 

society).  But Thanksgiving – probably because the name 

itself implies prayer and worship of God – stands as a 

testament to the manifold blessings of God upon us and 

our nation and therefore draws from us a gratitude for 

such goodness.  Coincidentally, such thanksgiving is 

actually in keeping with God’s Will for His people.  (See 

1 Thessalonians 5:18) 

It seems to me, and I am certainly not the only one 

feeling this way, that the secular, anti-religious 

(specifically anti-Christian) cultural forces are the ones 

exercising power more and more in our society and 

country today.  Although I think that, in reality, though 

they are few in number, their control of the large media 

bullhorns gives them a stronger influence than they 

would otherwise deserve.  And their influence is, from 

this Christian’s point of view, almost totally negative, 

divisive, and destructive.  Their ideas are for the most 

part anti-American, anti-church, anti-nuclear family, and 

anti-Christian. … At least against those Christians who 

are trying to live out their faith trusting in God and His 

eternal Word!  Under these activist-radicals, religious 

Christians are slandered, censored, cancelled, and vilified 

as hate mongers.  The days are coming (and are now 

here) when it will become increasingly difficult and 

increasingly important to “stand up for Jesus.” 

These days remind me of other tragic and hopeless 

times in history when it seemed that “…hate is strong, 

and mocks the song, of peace on earth, good-will to 

men!” (“Christmas Bells” by Henry W. Longfellow) 

I believe it was in C. S. Lewis’s book, The Lion, the 

Witch and the Wardrobe,” where it was observed that, 

under the control of the white witch, “it was always 

winter but never Christmas.”  Winter, then, goes on like 

some frozen hell without any hope of escape or rescue.  

Apart from God the LORD, there is no hope. 

We, however, are not those who have no hope.  To 

quote Longfellow again, “God is not dead, nor doth He 

sleep; the Wrong shall fail, the Right prevail, with peace 

on earth, good-will to men.”  We have a Redeemer, 

Whose Birth we celebrate at Christmas, Who came to 

rescue us = “the Lord Jesus Christ, Who gave Himself for 

our sins to rescue us from the present evil age” (Galatians 

1:4). 

In light of the “present evil age” in which we live, 

what shall we of Hope Lutheran congregation be doing?  

With God’s help, we must support and uphold the nuclear 

family, the Church and our Nation in whatever way and 

in every way we can.  This is foundational.  Keep 

gathering together for worship, Christian education time, 

fellowship and prayer.  Keep (or restart) personal 

devotions.  Give of your time, talents and treasures that 

give testimony of your Christian faith – let the LORD be 

glorified in your life. 

We have many more opportunities to get together 

from now until 2023!  I hope to see you soon! 

God be with you all and be with us always! 

Pastor Paul 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Decorations 
The sanctuary will still be decorated for Christmas!  

Our crew of decorators needs to be smaller than usual, so 

if you are willing to help out, contact Dale Martinal, 260-

1113.  We will decorate Saturday, December 3, at 

5:00p.m.  We thank them for their work in making God’s 

house beautiful for the Advent and Christmas seasons. 

 

 

Angel Tree 
The Angel Tree with names of children provided 

by the Salvation Army is up in the lobby.  And we 

still have some names of less fortunate children left.  

If you chose to participate in this activity and have 

questions, address them to Mary Martinal.   

It is important that you sign the chart located in 

the lobby when you take a child’s name so we know 

who is buying for that child.   

The due date to get your unwrapped gifts back 

to the church is Monday, December 12th.  Place 

gifts with the card with the child’s name and number 

attached in the corner where Angel Tree sits.  OR 

you can take your gift directly to the Salvation Army 

on Church St. in Adrian.   

 We thank Phyllis Johnson for getting us the 

names from the Salvation Army. 

 Thank you, Hope Youth, for putting up and 

decorating the tree. 

 If you would like to get a name without the 

crowds on Sunday, contact the Church Office. 
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Women’s Christmas Party 
We invite the ladies of Hope to come to our annual 

Christmas Party at Hope on Saturday, December 3, 

beginning at 4:30 p.m.  (Note the earlier start time.) 
We are again asking participants to bring a food item 

that can be eaten with our fingers.  Bring your gift for 

your Secret Sister (if you have one) to let her know who 

has been praying for her this year.  Bring an unwrapped 

ornament for our annual game. 

We will pick names for Secret Sisters 2023 at the 

party.  Contact Sharron Sheridan, 403-0065, well 

before the party if you want to participate in the 

Secret Sisters 2023 program!  Information forms are 

available in lobby.  We will just draw names at the party.  

We will not fill out forms then. 

Remember that this year Secret Sisters run through 

December 31, 2022 and the 2023 Sisters will begin 

January 1, 2023. 

All women are welcome!  
 

Remember to Save Mites 

 During this Advent/Christmas Season, we tend to do 

a lot of shopping.  We can end the day with a lot of loose 

change.  Why not let your mite container take the weight 

of that loose change out of your purse? 

 The Michigan District Lutheran Women’s 

Missionary League has set a Mite Goal of $386,000.  The 

“mites” we give to our Michigan District funds our 

Mission Grants and also helps National fund their grants.  

Let us prayerfully support and help National and District 

fund all the grants selected! 

 Ask God to provide more workers in the mission 

field.  Serve the needy people around you, too. 
 

 

You are the Face of LWML! 
 

 
 

Elected to serve in 2023 are Congregational 

Chairman Mike Vergiels, Fellowship Chair Jane Stevens, 

Ministry/Inreach Chair Sue Muck, Worship Chair James 

P. Sheridan, Stewardship Chair Sharron Sheridan, 

Property Chair Hans Jacobsson, Outreach Chair Judy 

Theung, and Maturity Chair Darlene Fink.  Vikki Ritzert 

has agreed to continue serving as Treasurer, though she 

still wants to teach someone else to do the work and 

“retire.” 

We also thank Sharron Sheridan for continuing as our 

Reporting Secretary and Mary Martinal for agreeing to 

serve as our Financial Secretary, appointed positions.   

These members try hard to be responsible for what 

we as a church need to be doing both to maintain the 

building and serve the members and community in a 

Christian manner.  Remember them in your prayers and 

encourage them as you can.  In addition to these, your 

officers, Pastor and Becky hold advisory positions on the 

board and remain faithful in monthly attendance at the 

meetings.   

A budget of $202,477.00 was approved for 2023.   

 

 

Sunday Bible Classes 

We interrupt our scheduled Enduring Faith lessons to 

focus our attention on the coming of our Savior.  Pastor 

Paul will lead our adults.  Our Sunday School students 

will work on their Christmas program while studying 

their lessons. 

 

Lutheran Witness Subscriptions  

NOW is the time to sign up to receive the official 

magazine of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in 

your home.  Cost is $11.60.  Make check payable to 

Hope.   Sign up in lobby or call church office.  Deadline 

to sign up is Sunday, December 11. 

 

Voters Meeting Results 
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Happy Birthday  
Arleen Jacobsson 4 
Heidi Fowler-Henzi 5 
Danielle Hofbauer 13 
Becky Martinal 14 
Cambria Stevens 15 
Hilda Cortez 16 
Paul Martinal 21 
Les Howard 25 
Fonda Bozeman 27 
Hans Jacobsson 28 
Dan Baumgartner 30 
Mike Broge 31 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Baptismal 
Anniversaries 

Kevin Giroux 2 
Maynard Howard 2 
Sophia Holmes 6 
Amelia Martinal 6 
Gail Sayler 10 
Carole Pahl 15 
Jennifer Sande 16 
Jay Butler 18 
Marnella Lafferty 21 
Danielle Hofbauer 23 
Ruth Lamley 24 
James Logan 25 

 

 

Baptismal Ann., cont. 

Heidi Fowler-Henzi 28 
James P. Sheridan 31 
Arleen Jacobsson 31 

 

Wedding 
Anniversaries 

Jim & Vikki Ritzert 10 
Dave & Dee Weisenfelder 13 
Dan & Fonda Baumgartner 14  
William & Judith Kohn 27 
Bob & Joann Wachter 31 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Pray This Month:      

 For the Nations of the world for peace, healing from their troubles, the spread of the Gospel  

 For Our Nation –  

  that God would guide and protect all our elected leaders and our military 

  that God would provide comfort and recovery to those experiencing losses 

 For His Church –  

  that God would strengthen and protect all His people who are experiencing trials, testings 

and/or persecution and all who are serving His Church as missionaries 

 For Hope –  

  that God would guide our Administrative Board as they do their work and would raise godly 

leaders to assist us in fulfilling our mission for God  

  that God would bless and grow our Sunday School, our congregation, Children/Youth Min. 

 For those who grieve:  families of:  Acaia Lambes, 9-year-old girl 

 For those who struggle with illness or injuries –  

  Myrna Sheldon   Margaret Parker Maynard Howard 

  Mike & Patti Vergiels  Dave & Dee Weisenfelder  Chuck & Ruth Presley 

  Jim Hill Marcia Albain (headaches) Dick Kuntz 

  Arleen Jacobsson   Bob & Joann Wachter Jim Gulliksen (surgery) 

  Judy Theung (surgery) Sharron Sheridan (surgery)  Mike Griffith (eyes) 

  Marnella Lafferty (knee) Les Howard  Wayne Soltwisch 

  Danielle Hofbauer (foot) Sherrell Hofbauer Stephanie Butler 

  Mary Jane Hull Jack Armstrong Allen & Stephen Palmiter 

  Lori Jones Jackie Giroux Graelyn Neal 

  Thomas Groh Ezra Smith Sarah Holmes’ Mother 

  Rev. Daryl Etheridge Richard Sande Marti Hudelston 

  Lee Sieler Jada Korsman  Rev. Joe Adams 

  Jon Willett  John Parlier Mike Weisenfelder 

  Bob Beagle Ed Carr Micheal Thiel 

  Bill & Jeanie Landry Don Smith, Jr.  Mary Ellen Moyer 

  Ralph & Wanda Saylor Casey Muck (concusion) Norma Fidler    

  Melissa Morton (stroke) Jeff Moyer (stroke)  Jamie Murphy (cirrhosis)

  Patsy Broge (cancer) Pat Añorga (cancer) Kathy Sparks (cancer) 

  Ed Burch (cancer) Dan Smith (cancer) Kathy Austin (cancer) 

  Mary Caroline (cancer) Lisa Cable (cancer) Denver Parker (cancer)

 We give thanks to God for our many blessings. 

Contact the Church Office, 263-4317 or hopelcms@tc3net.com, with new requests and/or updates.  

These will be printed in the weekly bulletin and sent along by email to those with email addresses on 

file in the office. 

Contact the Church Office, 263-4317 or hopelcms@tc3net.com, with new requests and/or updates.   

. 
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December 2022 
 

Sunday 
 

Monday 
 

Tuesday 
 

Wednesday 
 

Thursday 
 

Friday 
 

Saturday 
 
[C] = Communion 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
1 

 

 
2 

 

 

3     

4:30pm Ladies 

Christmas Party 

5pm Church 

Decorating 
 
4          2nd Sunday in Advent 

9:00am  Worship [C]  

10:30am  Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Class  & 

Confirmation 

Noon – 2pm Youth 

 
5 

6:30pm Ladies 

Bible Study 

 
6 

 

 
7 

5:30pm Meal  

6:30pm Advent 
Worship [C] 
     
 

 
8        
 

 

 

 
9 

 

 
10 

 

 
11     3rd Sunday in Advent 

9:00am  Worship [C]  

10:30am  Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Class  & 

Confirmation 

 

12  

6:30pm Ladies 

Bible Study 

Angel Tree gifts 

due 

 

13 

6:30pm Elders   

Newsletter 

Deadline 

 
14   

5:30pm Meal  

6:30pm Advent 
Worship 

 

 
15 

4pm Admin Bd. 

Mtg 

 

 
16     

 

 
17      

 

 
18             4th Sunday in Advent 

9:00am  Worship [C]  

10:30am  Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Class  & 

Confirmation 

6:30pm Family Christmas  

 
19    

6:30pm Ladies 

Bible Study    

 
20        

 

 

 

 
21  

5:30pm Meal  

6:30pm Advent 
Worship 
 

 

 

 
22        

      

 

 

 
23         

 
24               Christmas Eve 

6:30pm Christmas 

Eve Worship 
 

 
25                               Christmas Day 

10:30am  Christmas 

Worship [C]  

NO Bible Class today 

 
26 

 
27    

 

 
28 

 
29     

 
30 

 

 
31    New Year’s Eve 

6:30pm NYE 

Worship [C]  

 

December 2022 Servant Schedule  

Dec. 4   9:00 a.m. ELDER:  Ron Gentz; READERS:  Youth, Ron Gentz; USHERS:  Tom & Jacob Sande; COMMUNION:  Hilda Cortez; 
ACOLYTE:  ; GREETER:   

Dec. 7   6:30 p.m. ELDER/READER:  Bill Kohn 

Dec. 11   9:00 a.m. ELDER:  Bill Kohn; READERS:  Jennifer Sande, Bill Kohn; USHERS:  James P. Sheridan; COMMUNION:  The Sande 
Family; ACOLYTE:  ; GREETER:   

Dec. 14   6:30 p.m. ELDER/READER:   John Butler 

Dec. 18   9:00 a.m. ELDER:  Jim Logan; READERS:  Sue Muck, Jim Logan; USHERS:  James P. Sheridan; COMMUNION:  Sue Muck, 
Sara Hackney; ACOLYTE:  ; GREETER:   

Dec. 21   6:30 p.m. ELDER/READER:  Jim Logan 

Dec. 24   6:30 p.m. ELDER/READER:   Rick Wetzel 

Dec. 25 10:30 a.m. ELDER:  Dale Martinal; READERS:  Carol Herter, Dale Martinal; USHERS:  Tom & Jacob Sande; COMMUNION: 
Mike & Darlene Fink; ACOLYTE:  ; GREETER:   

Dec. 31   6:30 p.m. ELDER/READER:  Rick Wetzel 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 


