
 
Sacrificial Love 

Dearly Beloved of God, 

“During the 56 years of his life, Adolf Hitler did incredible harm and 

was responsible for the death of millions of people.  Yet in all of the horror 

that he unleashed, there were pinpoints of light and nobility.  One German 

soldier, Private Joseph Schultz, was one of those pinpoints. 

“Schultz was sent to Yugoslavia shortly after the Germans invaded that 

country.  He was a loyal, young German soldier on patrol.  One day the 

sergeant called out eight names, his among them.  They thought they were 

going on a routine patrol.  As they hitched up their rifles, they came over a 

hill, still not knowing what their mission was.  There they encountered eight 

Yugoslavians, standing on the brow of a hill, five men and three women.  It 

was only when they were about fifty feet away from them, when any 

marksman could shoot out the eye of a pheasant, that the soldiers realized 

what their mission was. 

“The soldiers were lined up.  The sergeant barked out, ‘Ready!’ and 

they lifted their riles.  ‘Aim,’ and the soldiers got their sights set.  Then 

suddenly in the silence that prevailed there was the thud of a rifle butt 

against the ground.  The sergeant, the seven other soldiers, and those eight 

Yugoslavians stopped and looked.  Private Joseph Schultz walked toward 

the Yugoslavians.  His sergeant called after him and ordered him to come 

back, but he pretended not to hear him.  Instead, Schultz walked fifty feet to 

the mound of the hill and he joined hands with the eight Yugoslavians.  

There was a moment of silence, and then the sergeant yelled, ‘Fire!’  Private 

Schultz died that day; his blood mingled 

with those of the innocent men and 

women.  Found on his body was an 

excerpt from St. Paul:  “[Love] bears all 

things, believes all things, hopes all 

things, endures all things” (1 Corinthains 

13:7) ** 

Throughout the centuries, and 

perhaps especially within the present 

time, the word ‘love’ in English is used for a variety of affections that 

people have.  Because we live in an extremely self-absorbed culture, the 

word itself is mostly misunderstood and misused.  When talking 

interpersonally, people in our world typically use it to describe intimate 

physical relationships.  In this case, it’s more about can I get what I want 

from someone than can I give someone what they need. 

Some yard signs proclaim, “Love is love.”  Such a nebulous statement 

does not really define love at all but leaves a person open to excuse their 

own ‘love-life’ for promiscuity, perversion, and confusion.  Some roadside 

billboards correctly proclaim, “Love is kind,” – quoting one part of 1 

Corinthians 13:4.  Of course, our biblically ignorant society doesn’t often 

think of the other additional descriptions of love from the Bible.  1 

Corinthians 13:6 also speaks of how “Love does not delight in evil but 

rejoices with the truth.”  Check out the rest of the chapter yourself! 

(continued on page 2) 
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Stewardship Corner 
 

Blessings for Faithful Obedience 

Connected to Christ as branches to the vine, we are 

enabled to live obedient lives.  Scripture makes some 

exciting promises to those who love and obey Him.  Our 

Savior declared, “I am the vine; you are the branches.  

Whoever abides in Me and I in him, he it is that bears 

much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing” (John 

15:5).  The life we lead will depend on our relationship 

with Jesus.  When He lives within us, we receive His 

strength to serve and obey Him.  When He abides in us, 

the love of the Lord will be seen through us.  “If you 

abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever 

you wish, and it will be done for you” (John 15:7).  When 

Christ dwells within us, God will pour out His blessings 

upon us.  Sometimes material blessings will be given 

along with the certainty of spiritual blessings.  We will be 

blessed “in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 

heavenly places” (Ephesians 1:8). 

The blessings of God are given to those who love and 

obey Him; the curse of God will be on those who are 

disobedient.  Some of God’s blessings or curses, 

depending on obedience or disobedience, are recorded in 

Deuteronomy, chapter 28: “If you faithfully obey the 

voice of the Lord your God, being careful to do all His 

commandments that I command you today, the Lord your 

God will set you high above all the nations of the earth.  

All these blessings shall come upon you and overtake 

you, if you obey the voice of the Lord your God” 

(Deuteronomy 28:1-2).  The next twelve verses share 

God’s blessings to the obedient.  Verse fifteen is the first 

of fifty-three verses relating to God’s curses for 

disobedience: “But if you do not obey the voice of the 

Lord your God or be careful to do all His commandments 

and His statutes that I command you today, then all these 

curses shall come upon you and overtake you.”   

As we face decisions, we need to remember the far-

reaching consequences our choices will have.  We can 

choose curses by disobedience, or we can, by the power 

of the Holy Spirit, choose a blessed life by obedience.  

An old adage says, “We make decisions, and then our 

decisions turn around and make us.” 

We live in a broken and rebellious generation.  The 

obvious question, of course, is why?  Many think the 

answer is confusing, but it is not.  It is found throughout 

the record of Scripture; it is disobedience.  How can we 

be obedient?  We must learn, by the Spirit’s power 

working within us through Word and Sacrament, to be 

obedient to Christ in the details of daily life.  We rely on 

Jesus’ words, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My 

power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9).   

Pastor’s article, cont. 
During this month of February, many people 

celebrate “Valentine’s Day.”  The day, as you probably 

have heard, is dedicated to the memory of a Christian 

minister and martyr by the name of Valentinius.  The 

legend is that while he was in prison for his Christian 

faith, Valentinius would arrange little notes with flower 

petals arranged like hearts, and give them to his fellow 

believers with the note, “Remember your Valentine.”  

Well, as with every legend, beyond relating the basic 

information, we can imagine that the details have been 

added and adjusted over time.  Nonetheless, it is 

essentially about God’s kind of love – Sacrificial love!  

The kind of love that we are to emulate as well!  

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only 

begotten Son…” (John 3:16) 

And the greatest of these is (Aga’pe) love, 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Paul 

 

**story as told by Pr. Richard Gribble 

 

 

Divine Love 

God Loves the Unlovely into Loveliness 
Sinners are lovely because they are loved; they are 

not loved because they are lovely.  That is why the love 

of man avoids sinners and evil persons.  But Christ says:  

I came not to call the righteous, but sinners (Matthew 

9:13).  And this is the love of the cross, born of the cross, 

which betakes itself, not where it may find something 

good to enjoy but where it may confer good upon the 

poor and needy; for it is more blessed to give than to 

receive, says the apostle (Acts 20:35). 

 

The Difference Between God and Man 
The love of God does not find but creates that in 

which it delights; the love of man is generated by what it 

delights in. 

(Martin Luther, What Luther Says) 

 

Game Day! 
Enjoy playing euchre or other card or board games?  

Join others in some rousing games in the Fellowship Hall 

on Thursday, February 19, from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.  Come 

and join the fun!   
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Ash Wednesday 
February 18 

 Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 18.  

During the 40-day period of Lent (Sundays are not 

included in Lent), we remember and 

ponder the terrible price of our sin, 

which Jesus paid for us.  Lent 

climaxes with Holy Week, when we 

remember Jesus’ last week on earth 

and His dying on the cross.  Lent 

ends with Jesus’ triumphal 

resurrection on Easter.   
 Join us as we begin our Lenten 

journey on Ash Wednesday with 

worship at 6:30 p.m.  Holy 

Communion will be celebrated. 

Ask your friends, neighbors and co-workers to join 

you on your Lenten journey. 

 

Lenten Worship 
We continue our Lenten journey with special Lenten 

services on Wednesdays, February 25, March 4, 11, 18, 

and 25.  Our services begin at 6:30 p.m. 

Communion will be celebrated at one of the special 

services in March. 

There may be meals served at 5:30 p.m. before our 

services.  Listen for more information. 

 

True Riches 
C. S. Lewis said, “He who has God and wealth has 

no more than he who has God alone.”  In God’s Word we 

read that Christians are treated “as sorrowful, yet always 

rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, 

yet possessing everything” (2 Corinthians 6:10).  As 

Christians, we understand that true wealth does not 

consist of worldly possessions but in being rich toward 

God.  As believers, even if we don’t have much in the 

way of material things, we have all we need in Jesus.  

May God grant us the attitude of Job who said, “The 

Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the 

name of the Lord” (Job 1:21). 

 

TTThhheee   TTTiiimmmeee   ooofff   EEEaaasssttteeerrr   
 

Lent 
“Even the Son of Man came not to be served but to 

serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.”  (The 

Verse for the 5th Sunday in Lent – Series B, Lutheran 

Service Book Altar Book, p. 668) 

The oldest and original part of the Church Year is the 

Time of Easter formed by the forty days and six Sundays 

that comprise the preparatory season of Lent, the 

Resurrection of Our Lord, and the week of weeks that is 

the season of Easter.  Lent in the Early Church was also a 

time of preparation for catechumens who would be 

baptized and confirmed on Holy Saturday. 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and is a season of 

preparation and self-examination modeled on Jesus’ forty 

days in the wilderness.  The word Lent comes from the 

Old English word for “spring.”  Lent’s emphasis on 

fasting, prayer, and almsgiving is designed to focus us on 

our need for the Savior as we anticipate His Passion.  The 

penitential nature of the season is marked by the use of 

somber colors (purple and black), omission of joyful 

expressions in the liturgy such as alleluia, and readings 

that focus on Christ’s teaching about Who He is and what 

He came to do.  In the Early Church, this season was a 

time of special preparation for those who desired to be 

baptized on Holy Saturday, the day before Easter. 

 

 

Mighty Mites 

What are “mites”?  Mites are money which we place 

in a special container to be dedicated to the Lord’s 

service through the Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League (LWML).   

This month as you put money into your mite 

container, say a prayer for Hands of Mercy in Sudan. 

To train up our children in the Lord (Proverbs 22:6) 

is the Gospel goal in all Hands of Mercy does.  Hands of 

Mercy has been working in South Sudan for 17 years, 

building small schools in partnership with the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of South Sudan & Sudan. 

Hands of Mercy is committed to help local 

congregations improve the Lutheran education of their 

children.  These schools lack the tools to reach their 

children with such Gospel-oriented education. 

The Michigan District LWML, meeting in Grand 

Rapids in June 2024 granted $14,500.00 to enable Hands 

of Mercy to equip the seven schools it has built with the 

educational resources needed to supply and enhance 

Lutheran education for their children. 

You are the Face of LWML  
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Opportunities to Study 
Did you know… 

Each week, Hope Lutheran currently offers six 

opportunities for adults to study God’s Word!  That’s 

right, SIX BIBLE STUDIES!  Wow!  Here is the list: 

 

Discipleship in the Gospel of Matthew    
Study this Gospel to learn what each chapter says 

and discuss how we can respond to God’s work in 

the world as followers of Jesus.       

When: Sunday, 10:30 – 11:30 AM                                                                                     

Where: Fellowship Hall                                                                                                                        

Leaders – Ron Gentz and Jim Logan 

 

Women’s Bible Study 
Explore together a variety of faith centering 

resources:  “Life in the Word,” “Hope in the Word” 

– the 5x5x5 Bible reading plan, new episodes of 

“The Chosen” and Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League Bible Studies.                                                      

When: Mondays, 6:30 – 8:30 PM                                                                                                            

Where: Hosted in participant’s homes                                                                                             

Leader: Becky Martinal 

 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study                                                                                                                    
Dive deeply into The Old Testament Book of 

Proverbs for a lively discussion of God’s wisdom 

given to King Solomon and how we may apply it in 

our lives. 

When: Tuesdays, 9:30 – 11:00 AM                                                                                                    

Where: The Fellowship Hall                                                                                                                   

Leader: Ron Gentz 

 

Every Man A Warrior                                                                                                                                                     
A Bible centered discipleship course designed to 

help men mature and be equipped to be Godly men, 

husbands, fathers, grandfathers and followers of 

Jesus. Currently studying and applying God’s 

Word with managing money, going through hard 

times, work, sex and moral purity and making your 

life count. 

When: Tuesdays or Wednesdays (Tuesdays during 

Lent starting February 17)                                  

Where: Your home via Zoom video chat                                                                                                                

Leader: Warren Reichert  

Opportunities, cont. 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study                                                                                                         
Examines God’s Word looking at its background 

while considering what God is saying to us as His 

followers today.  In February, this study delves into 

2 Kings (Old Testament) and The Gospel of Mark 

(New Testament Gospel used in the first “Hope in 

the Word” 5x5x5 yearly Bible reading assignment). 

When: Wednesdays, 6:30 – 8:00 PM (Pauses 

during Lent starting February 18 and resumes after 

Easter April 5)                                                                                                                 

Where: The Fellowship Hall                                                                                                                     

Leader: Pastor Paul 

 

Thursday Evening Bible Study                                                                                                         
Currently viewing the DVD of the final season of 

“The Chosen” (tells the life story of Jesus from the 

perspective of people who knew Him, like His 

disciples).  This group considers what the series 

says to us living as God’s “chosen” followers now.                        

When: Thursdays, 7:15 – 8:15 PM                                                                                                      

Where: The Fellowship Hall                                                                                                                    

Leader: Diane Etheridge 

 

Come join us in these studies as they take us 

into God’s Word that we may learn, follow and 

tell others Who Jesus is – the Lord and Savior of 

the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ladies, you are cordially invited to come 

to a ladies’ gathering on Sunday, February 8, 

at 11:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall of Hope. 

We will enjoy a “Soup Exchange” meal and 

discuss upcoming ladies’ activities.  So, 

prepare some of your favorite soup recipe 

and come and taste the soups others bring.  

We’ll have containers available so you can 

take some of your new favorite soup home! 
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Faith Keepsakes 
In the book of Joshua, the Lord supernaturally 

intercedes and allows His people to cross an overflowing 

Jordan River by using the ark of the covenant to stop the 

river from flowing.  Following this incredible miracle, He 

instructs His people to grab twelve stones from the dry 

riverbed as a testament to future generations of the 

miracle He had done.  Today, we’ll unpack what this 

means and how we can adopt the same idea with our own 

children. 

Passing Down the Faith 

There are lots of ways we can talk about this portion 

of Scripture and what it means for passing down the faith. 

The Israelites were obedient to God’s prompting for the 

benefit of their children and their children’s children and 

all generations.  So much great depth is found in Joshua 3 

and 4. 

There are many places where we have “memorial 

stones” of our own—things or places that remind us of 

God’s faithfulness.  Our churches have symbols, statues, 

and elements that are meant to engage our senses to 

remember Christ.  From our own lives, there are specific 

places that were impactful to our faith journeys.  In our 

own families, we have items of faith heritage that have 

been lovingly passed down through the generations.  I 

invite you to think about how you can use these things to 

point back to Christ’s faithfulness. 

Church Scavenger Hunt 

Does your church have any special items in it?  I’m 

certain it does.  Recently, my church family used a 

“sanctuary scavenger hunt” to teach our young children 

and families about the memorial stones in our local 

context.  We walked around, pointing out crosses in the 

stained glass, discussing our baptismal font, and talking 

about our altar and some paraments, which came from 

another church that closed and folded into our flock. 

What story does your sanctuary tell? 

It doesn’t have to solely be things that clearly are 

meant to evoke thoughts of Jesus.  Many of the families 

we walked with started on that altar.  Three generations 

of one family were baptized at that font.  One couple had 

met in confirmation and been married in this church. 

Others found community in sitting on the far left side 

with other families.  We talked about God’s hand in their 

lives flowing from this place.  What memories do you 

have of God’s love shown by your local congregation? 

Cherished Books 

Coming from a nonreligious family, I will always 

treasure the books people gifted me that they thought 

would be impactful to my faith walk.  The friend that 

(Continued next column) 

Faith Keepsakes cont. 

gifted me my first real Bible will be thanked in my 

prayers forever.  And I still cherish and am grateful for 

the storybook of selected biblical narratives that was my 

introduction to God’s Word prior. 

With my own children, I plan to make it a milestone 

celebration when they outgrow their storybook 

Bibles and get their new “mature” Bibles.  As your 

children grow physically, spiritually, and intellectually, 

different children’s Bibles can nurture them every step of 

the way. 

For little ones, you can start with a highly visual 

Bible like My First Bible Storybook.  As your children 

begin to learn phonics, they can read along with The 

Hear Me Read Bible and graduate to resources like The 

Growing in Faith Bible, The Growing in Faith Bible 

Storybook, or The Story Bible.  As they head toward 

middle school, give them their first full ESV Bible text 

with the Faith Alive Student Bible or even a compact 

version of The Lutheran Study Bible in their favorite 

color.  

Think through this for your own family.  Where are 

the moments where you can walk alongside and celebrate 

new stages of their faith journey?  It doesn’t just have to 

be Baptism, confirmation, and high school graduation. 

Think outside the box! 

Celebrating Baptism Memories 

Many readers of this will likely not remember their 

baptismal day. They won’t recall being dressed in white, 

being passed from their mother or father to the pastor, or 

feeling the cool water on their forehead. Instead, there 

will be other physical items to remind them of the miracle 

of their own Baptism. 

My husband’s family has a white blanket that all of 

his siblings and now the next generation have been 

covered in while being baptized.  Seeing that blanket and 

remembering its use at each family Baptism is a great 

reminder of how much bigger our heavenly family will 

be!  My grandmother knit our daughters’ baptismal gown 

without knowing that it wouldn’t be used for a quarter of 

a century.  Are there items used at your Baptism that you 

can show or use again?  Maybe this month it’s time to 

dust them off to tell the story of your Baptism! 

During the rite of Baptism found in Lutheran Service 

Book, the congregation offers a baptismal candle to the 

new member of God’s kingdom. It states, 

Receive this burning light to show you have received 

Christ who is the Light of the world. Live always in the 

light of Christ, and be ever watchful for His coming, that 

you may meet Him with joy and enter with Him into the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which shall 

have no end. (P. 271)  

(Continued next page)
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Faith Keepsakes cont. 

Many of these candles are beautifully crafted, and 

children may feel like “Oh no—this is my special candle 

that I don’t want to ruin!”  But you can’t take a candle to 

heaven!  Light the candle, remember these words, and 

bask in the glow of the One who was present at your 

Baptism, is with you now, and will be forever. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

How are you doing growing in the habit of consistent 

Bible reading?  “Hope in the Word (The 5x5x5 New 

Testament Reading Plan) invites and encourages you to 

walk with the Lord in His Word 5 days a week, 5 

minutes each day as you chose one of 5 exercises to 

take to heart what the Lord is saying to you personally. 

February’s reading list is included with this issue of 

The Messenger. Hard copies of the reading list are also 

available in the church lobby. 

 
February 1-7 – Acts 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 

February 8-14 – Acts 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 

February 15-21 – Acts 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 

February 22-28 – Acts 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 

Should you also want to read the Old Testament, a 

list of readings is available in the Church lobby.  You 

may also want to use one of the 5x5x5 exercises with the 

Old Testament.     

On Sunday, February 8, in the Sanctuary, parents 

and grandparents are invited to share about how their 

families are using “Hope in the Word” (the 5x5x5 plan) 

with their teens and children.  Some families are using 

alternate Bible reading resources with their young 

children.  If you would like to see these resources and 

have your own personal copies, meet with us on the 8th. 

On the Lighter Side 

Nine–year-old Joey was asked by his mother what he 

had learned in Sunday school. 

“Well Mom, our teacher told us about how God sent 

Moses behind enemy lines on a rescue mission to lead the 

Israelites out of Egypt.  When he got to the Red Sea, he 

had his army build a pontoon bridge and all the people 

walked across safely.  Then he radioed headquarters for 

reinforcements.  They sent bombers to blow up the bridge 

and all the Israelites were saved.” 

“Now, Joey, is that really what your teacher taught 

you?” his mother asked. 

“Well, no, Mom, but if I told it the way the teacher 

did, you’d never believe it.” 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Go and Bear Fruit 

Just as branches of plants remain alive and bear fruit 

when connected to the vine, our stewardship exists 

because we are connected to Jesus.  When we stay 

connected to Jesus by spending time in His Word and 

participating in the Sacraments, we will be fruitful (John 

5:4).  When we abide in Jesus, we minister to the needs 

of others as Jesus, the Vine, did during His life on earth. 

We cannot be fruitful stewards apart from Christ.  

Like the apple, which stays red and juicy for a long time 

after being picked, appears to be as healthy as when it 

hung on the tree, we, too, may look and act healthy, but, 

apart from a true connection with Christ, we will wrinkle 

up and rot as surely as an apple in a bowl on a table.   

Some of us may try to maintain an outward 

connection with Him by attending church once in a while, 

but, even if we are regular in our church attendance and 

are actively involved in the work and mission of the 

church, without faith linking us with the Person of Christ, 

our busy-ness is fruitless.  “Apart from Me,” Christ said, 

“you can do nothing” (John 15:5), nor are our works 

even acceptable to God without faith in Him (Hebrews 

11:6; Isaiah 64:6). 
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Happy Birthday  
John Fowler   1 
Len Henzi 2 
Gary Krohn 3 
Linda Oberhaus 5 
Jim Ritzert 9 
Beverly Lightfoot 16 
Donna Rockwood 17 
Bob Wachter 18 
Jacob Sande 22 

 

 
 

 
Birthdays, cont. 

Marilyn Caggiano 23 
Patty Chapman 25 
Owen Paulos 25 
Verno Thornsbury 28 

Wedding 
Anniversaries 

Michael & Darlene Fink 14 
George & Ranetta MacBlaine 24 
 

 
 
 

Baptismal 
Anniversaries 

John Fowler 1 
Janice Bilkey 10 
Joann Wachter 14 
Benjamin Martinal 16 
Claudette Schlenker 16 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Pray This Month:     

 For the Nations of the world for peace, healing from their troubles, and spread of the Gospel 

 For Our Nation –  

  that God would provide comfort and support to all who are suffering  

  that God would guide and protect our local, state and national elected officials 

  that God would guide our schools, colleges, and universities to useful learning 

  that God would guide and protect our military wherever they are serving. 

 For His Church –  

  that God would strengthen and protect all His people who are experiencing trials, testings 

and/or persecution and all who are serving His Church as missionaries, pastors, teachers 

 For Hope –  

  that God would bless our 2026 Administrative Board   

  that God would bless and grow our Sunday School, our congregation, Youth Ministry 

  that God would bless our worship of Him throughout the year 

 For those who grieve:  families of:  June Staup, John Judkins 

 For those who struggle with illness or injuries – 

  Mike & Patti Vergiels  Bob & Joann Wachter   Margaret Parker 

  Ruth Lamley-Prielipp  Dene Minnema   Mike & Patsy Broge 

  Sherrell & Danielle Hofbauer Marsha Neuhouser  Mike Griffith (eyes) 

  Les Howard    Hans & Arleen Jacobsson Mary Jane Hull   

  Marilyn Caggiano  Mike Filter   Tricia Moyer-Fowler 

  Sherrie Paulette (foot)   Mike Duncan (headaches) Jim Gulliksen (knee) 

  Fonda Bozeman (infection) Stephanie Butler   Missy Hofbauer (foot) 

  Thomas Groh   Sara & Noelle Drews  Ryan Liske   

  Miss Charlie Clark   Irma Rogers (stroke)  Ralph & Wanda Saylor  

  Sandra Wilson   Irma Morrild (Alzheimer’s) Laurie Moll  

  Elizabeth Mott   Dave Allwardt   Ralph Wetzel  

  Zachary Young (epilepsy) Rich Klann   Diane Allwardt  

  Donna Bell (heart)  Steve & Mike Weisenfelder  Shannon Zeller (foot) 

  Clyde Osburn (heart)  Kari Gulliksen (osteoporosis) Keith Richardson 

  Marti Hudelston   Jeff Moyer (stroke)  Jamie Murphy (cirrhosis)

  Jim Ritzert (cancer)  John Barrett (cancer)  Gary Allen (cancer)  

  Barb Hauch (cancer)  Marcy Palmiter (cancer)  Pat Añorga (cancer) 

  Doug Thumm (cancer)  Sherri Falzone (cancer)  Jerry Pierce (cancer) 

  Mike Snyder (cancer)  William Crego (cancer)  Kelsie Elling (cancer) 

Thanks for all blessings! 

Contact the Church Office, 263-4317 or hopelcms@tc3net.com, with new requests and/or updates.  

These will be printed in the weekly bulletin and sent along by email to those with email addresses on 

file in the office. 
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February 2026 
 

Sunday 
 

Monday 
 

Tuesday 
 

Wednesday 
 
Thursday 

 
Friday 

 
Saturday 

 
1      4th Sunday after Epiphany 

9:00am  Worship [C]  

10:30am  SS & ABC & 

Confirmation 

11:45am-1:30pm Hope 

Youth 

 

 
2 

6:30pm Ladies 

Bible Study 

 
3 

9:30am Gentz 

Sm. Gr. 

 

 
4 

6:30pm Bible 

Study 

6-7:30pm EMAW 

(Zoom) 

 

 
5 

6pm Choir 

7:15pm 

Etheridge 

Sm. Gr. 

 
6 

 

 
7 
 

 

 

8       5th Sunday after Epiphany 

9:00am  Worship [C]  

10:30am  SS & ABC & 

Confirmation 

10:30am Hope in Word 

11:45am-1:30pm Hope 

Youth 

 

 
9 

4:30pm Admin 

Board  

6:30pm Ladies 

Bible Study  

6:30pm Elders 

 
10        

9:30am Gentz 

Sm. Gr.  

 

 
11     

6:30pm Bible 

Study 

6-7:30pm EMAW 

(Zoom) 

 

 
12 

6pm Choir 

7:15pm 

Etheridge 

Sm. Gr. 

 
13 

 

 
14 

 

 
15     Transfiguration of Jesus 

9:00am  Worship [C]  

10:30am  SS & ABC & 

Confirmation 

11:45am Ladies’ Gathering 

 

16 

6:30pm Ladies 

Bible Study  

 

 

17 

9:30am Gentz 

Sm. Gr.  

1:30pm Lunch 

Bunch 

6-7:30pm 

EMAW (Zoom) 

 

 

18    Ash Wednesday 

6:30pm Ash 

Wednesday 

Worship [C] 

 

19    

11-1pm Games 

6pm Choir 

7:15pm 

Etheridge Sm. 

Gr. 

 

20 

 

 

21 

 

 

22               1st Sunday in Lent 

9:00am  Worship [C]  

10:30am  SS & ABC & 

Confirmation 

11:45am-1:30pm Hope 

Youth 

 

 

23 

6:30pm Ladies 

Bible Study 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

 

 

24 

9:30am Gentz 

Sm. Gr. 

6-7:30pm 

EMAW (Zoom) 

 

 

25     

6:30pm Lenten 

Worship 

 

26 

6pm Choir 

7:15pm 

Etheridge 

Sm. Gr. 

 

27 

 

 

28 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

    
 
 

[C] = Communion 

 

 

February 2026 Servant Schedule     

Feb. 1 9:00 a.m. ELDER:  Rick Wetzel; READERS:  Sue Muck, Rick Wetzel; USHERS:  Tom & Jacob Sande; 
COMMUNION:  Hilda Cortez; ACOLYTE:  ; GREETER:  ; FELLOWSHIP:  Group 3 

Feb. 8 9:00 a.m. ELDER:  Bill Kohn; READERS: Jennifer Sande, Bill Kohn; USHERS:  James P. Sheridan; COMMUNION:  
the Sande family; ACOLYTE:  ; GREETER:  ; FELLOWSHIP:  Group 4 

Feb. 15 9:00 a.m. ELDER:  Ron Gentz; READERS:  Deanna LeDroit, Ron Gentz; USHERS:  James P. Sheridan; 
COMMUNION:  Sue Muck, Sara Hackney; ACOLYTE:  ; GREETER:  ; FELLOWSHIP:  Group 5 

Feb. 18 6:30 p.m. ELDER:  Ron Gentz; READERS:  Carol Herter, Ron Gentz; USHERS:  James P. Sheridan; COMMUNION:  
the Martinals; ACOLYTE:  ; GREETER:   

Feb. 22   9:00 a.m. ELDER:  John Butler; READER:  Amelia Martinal, John Butler; USHERS:  Tom & Jacob Sande; 
COMMUNION:  Mike & Darlene Fink; ACOLYTE:  ; GREETER:  ; FELLOWSHIP:  Group 1 

Feb. 25   6:30 p.m. ELDER:  Jim Logan; READER:  Jim Logan; USHERS:  ; ACOLYTE:  ; GREETER:   
   

 


