
 
The LORD is Our Strength 

 

Dear Fellow Citizens of God’s Kingdom and of the United States: 

 

During the Great Depression in the 1930’s and in the lead up to the 

Second World War, President Franklin D. Roosevelt addressed our Nation, 

as it faced many serious problems, saying, “The only thing we have to fear; 

is fear itself.”  In America today, we must ask: “What do you fear?  Or, 

perhaps I should ask, whom do you fear?” 

Our fears; they are many.  If you watch or listen to major media, you 

can name several things of which we ought to be afraid, terrified even.  Do 

you get the feeling sometimes that when one problem seems to be 

diminishing that the government or academia or Hollywood shifts the focus 

to some new (real or perceived) danger?  Do you ever think that “the 

powers that be” deliberately look for ways to scare us or keep us fearful?  (I 

heard somewhere that, when we are afraid, we need to face our fears.  With 

God’s help, we can and will face them!) 

Anyway, to my point:  we Christians have allowed ourselves to be 

afraid of the wrong, or at least, lesser things.  Holy Scripture puts this 

matter into proper perspective.  For 

example, “The Lord is my light and 

my salvation— whom shall I fear?  

The Lord is the stronghold of my life— 

of whom shall I be afraid?” (Psalm 

27:1), or “The eyes of the Lord are on 

those who fear Him, on those whose 

hope is in His unfailing love.” (Psalm 

33:18)  Also, when we want to place 

our life situations in their proper 

perspective, let us prayerfully consider that “The fear of the Lord is the 

beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.” 

(Proverbs 9:10) 

When God’s people face opposition, persecution and even death, Jesus 

tells us, “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the 

soul.  Rather, be afraid of the One Who can destroy both soul and body in 

hell.” (Matthew 10:28) 

Therefore, “Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the people of the 

world revere Him.” (Psalm 33:8)  We who are blessed to know and trust 

our LORD through the Saving Work of Jesus Christ have nothing to fear 

because “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.  

Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains 

fall into the heart of the sea…The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of 

Jacob is our fortress.” (Psalm 46:1, 2, 7) 

 

May God, the LORD, bless us and these United States in His sovereign 

plan! 

 

‘Parsonally’ yours, 

 

Pastor Paul  
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Stewardship Corner 
 

Who Are You? 

If you were asked to tell someone about yourself, 

what would you say first?   Would you begin by telling 

where you live?  Is one of the fist things that you would 

point out is whether you are single or married?  Do you 

identify your vocation such as a plumber, teacher, 

dentist, salesman, etc.?  Would you describe your 

family?  Would you talk about your education?  Would 

you talk about your interests and hobbies?  When would 

you say you are a Christian who God loves so much that 

He has adopted you as one of His children?     

Each of us would describe ourselves in different 

ways.  We each have several different roles such as 

father, mother, husband, wife, son, daughter, grandpa, 

grandma, etc.  We play several or a variety of different 

roles such as neighbors, employees or employers, 

volunteers, or church members.  

One role that affects all of our roles is our role as a 

steward.   A steward is one who has been entrusted with 

property which is to be administered 

according to the owner’s will or 

direction.  We are in charge of 

God’s property.  God has called and 

chosen us to be His stewards.  As 

stewards, we automatically think of 

our role as stewards of our time, 

talents, and treasures, but we are 

also stewards of the environment, relationships with 

others, and the life-saving Gospel. 

Everything we do, everything we say, and 

everywhere we go emanates from our sense of identity.  

Our identity is either in Christ or in the world.  C.S. 

Lewis once said, “There are two kinds of people: those 

who say to God, ‘Thy will be done,’ and those to whom 

God says, ‘All right then, have it your way.’ ” For some 

it’s “God’s will be done” and for others it’s “my will be 

done.”  If it’s “my will be done,” the focus is only on 

ourselves.  Understanding that God has called us to be 

His stewards determines what we do.   

In Rick Warren’s book The Purpose Driven Life, he 

begins by saying “It’s not about you.”  He is exactly 

right.  The Christian life is initiated by God and 

sustained by God.    Our value, our identity, is not to be 

found in what we “do” in life.  Not our performance, our 

position, our titles, our achievements or the power we 

hold.  Our identity is bound up in who we are in Christ.  
   

Church Extension Fund 

Stewardship 

“Stewardship” is a familiar word when talking about 

giving.  But it’s also appropriate to use when talking 

about how we save and invest for future needs.  Church 

Extension Fund offers a great way to manage some of 

your funds through investments that not only produces 

interest income for your needs, but also helps build new 

churches and schools.  For more information, call 800-

242-3944.  

(The information provided here is not an offer to sell or a solicitation of 
an offer to buy CEF securities. The offering of CEF securities is made solely 

by our Offering Circular. CEF will offer and sell our securities only in states 

where authorized. The securities are subject to certain risk factors as described 
in our Offering Circular. CEF investments are not insured by the FDIC, SIPC, 

or any other governmental agency.) 
 

 

Food Pantry Needs 

Our community food pantries continue to minister to 

more and more families and are low on supplies. Please 

do what you can to support our fellow Christians who 

are staffing these pantries!  Check with Fishes and 

Loaves or Holy Family St. Mary’s Parish or St. Joseph’s 

Parish to find when they accept donations of food or 

whether they accept donations of money. 

Thank you for remembering those less fortunate, and 

please continue to provide as God has commanded us in 

Matthew 25:40: “Whatever you did for one of the least 

of these brothers of Mine, you did for Me.”  NIV 
 

 

Need a Summer Tune-Up? 

Adjust your lights so others may see your good works 

and glorify your Father Who is in heaven. 

Set your timing so as to be on time for every service of 

your church. 

Tune your heart and have the peace that passes all 

understanding. 

For a quick start and a sure victory, be ready to do the 

Lord’s will. 

Adjust the brakes on your tongue; for it is a slippery 

place.  A slip of the tongue can cause great 

damage to another. 

Refill your heart with the Word of God that it might 

be a light unto your feet and path. 

Go into the highways and hedges to bring in the 

unchurched that the Lord’s House may be filled. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our value, 
our identity, 
is not to be 

found in 
what we 

“do” in life. 
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Thank You for Your Help 
Thank you to all who brought in clothing, toys, 

furniture, household goods and other items for our 

spring rummage sale.  We netted about $1,800.00, which 

will help fund our 50
th
 Anniversary Celebration.   

Thank you also to those who came and helped 

Sharron Sheridan set up for and work the sale.   

Thank you to all who helped with VBS!  We had a 

great time learning to “Make Waves” and share Jesus’ 

love with everyone. 

 

 

At Convention 
Our Secretary, Mary Martinal, will be at the LMWL-

Michigan District Convention July 7-9.  She will be out 

of the office Thursday, July 7, and Friday, July 8.  The 

bulletin for July 10 will be printed on Wednesday, July 

6, so any announcements must be into the Church Office 

by 3:00 p.m. on July 6.   

 

 

Gathering 
Our Youth, Madyson Fowler and Emma Wetzel, and 

their Leaders, Becky Martinal and Tricia Moyer-Fowler, 

will be at the LCMS Youth Gathering in Texas July 8-

14.  They will be flying to Texas and back.  Please keep 

them, and all those traveling to and attending the 

Gathering, in your prayers.  May the Lord protect them 

while traveling, bless them with on-time arrangements, 

bless them with a fantastic Gathering, and a safe and 

untroubled return home. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Plans continue to be made to praise God and 

celebrate the 50
th
 Anniversary of Hope Lutheran Church!  

Save-the-date cards have gone out to our former 

members and special guests. 

Happening in July: 

Rev. Joe Adams, former member and son of our 

congregation, will preach at our July 10 service.  Our 

morning schedule will be “flipped” that day with 

Bible Classes at 9:00 a.m. and Worship at 10:30 a.m.  

We will have a fellowship luncheon and time to chat 

with Pastor Joe and Julie. 

Happening in August: 

Rev. Tim Martinal, former member and son of our 

congregation, will preach at our August 7 service.  Our 

morning schedule will be “flipped” that day with 

Bible Classes at 9:00 a.m. and Worship at 10:30 a.m.    

We will have a congregational picnic and time to chat 

with Pastor Tim and Patti. 

Happening in September: 

A dinner and program will be held at The Centre on 

Saturday, September 24, beginning at 5:30 p.m.  Dinner 

will be served at 6:00 p.m.  Tickets ($10 each) will be 

available early in August. 

A special Anniversary Service will be held at 3:30 

p.m. on Sunday, September 25, with Hope’s founding 

pastor, Rev. Tim Eichberger, preaching.  Our morning 

schedule will be flipped that morning with Bible 

Classes at 9:00 a.m. and Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Mark your calendars!  Save the dates! 

 
 

Blessed is the nation  

whose God is the LORD. 
Psalm 33:12 

 

Special Sunday Schedule 

July 10, 2022 
 

9:00 a.m. - Bible Classes for All Ages 

10:30 a.m. - United Worship with 

Communion 

12:00 – 1:30 p.m. – Fellowship Time 

with Pastor Joe & Julie Adams 

Hope’s 50
th
 Anniversary!! 
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July is Mite Month 
What a blessed privilege we have – to assist in 

mission work by saving our loose change (and currency) 

in our mite containers.  This is one simple way to help 

spread God’s kingdom, something everyone can do!  

During July we bring in our mites and dedicated them to 

the Lord’s service. 

If your container is full, you can put the contents 

into a sturdy zip-loc bag, mark them as mites, and drop 

them off at the church when Mary is in – or write a 

check and mail it to church.  God bless you as you 

support the ministries of God’s kingdom through the 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML).  If you 

would like a mite container, please talk to Mary or to 

Sharron Sheridan. 

 
 

2022 LWML Convention 

The LWML-Michigan District is holding its 2022 

convention in Frankenmuth July 7-9. 

Sharron Sheridan and Mary Martinal are serving as 

our congregation’s delegates.  Sue Muck is also 

attending as an alternate.   

The ladies are leaving Wednesday evening and will 

return Saturday evening.  Please keep these ladies in 

your prayers as they travel and attend this convention. 

Perhaps they can be persuaded to share some of their 

experiences (and pictures?) with us later. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dedicated Mites at Work  
Keep saving your loose change in your mite 

container!  If your container is full, you can put the 

contents into a sturdy zip-loc bag, mark them as mites, 

and drop them off at the church when Mary is in – or 

write a check and mail it to church.  God bless you as 

you support the ministries of God’s kingdom through the 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML). 

This month as you put money into your mite 

container, say a prayer of thanks of God’s blessings!  

The LWML-Michigan District has met its Mission Mite 

Goal! New mission grants to support with our mites will 

be chosen at convention July 7-9.  May the choices 

honor God. 

Please also pray for the Caring For & Sharing Christ 

with Hurting People, Deaconess Training through 

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, a mission grant recipient 

from the LWML (National). 

Deaconesses are professional church workers, 

trained to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ through 

works of mercy, spiritual care, and teaching the 

Christian faith. 

Deaconesses are continually pointing those they 

serve toward the cross, sharing the Gospel with them so 

they gain the wonderful gift of eternal life through faith 

in our Lord Jesus Christ.  Concordia Seminary has 

requested, through this mission grant, much-needed 

scholarships for deaconess students and assistance with 

seminary costs to provide high-quality theological 

education.  Enrollment in the new online Deaconess 

Studies Program is expected to increase, enabling the 

faculty to form more well-trained deaconesses and bring 

more people to Jesus and provide compassionate, Christ-

centered help to those who are hurting and suffering — 

physically, emotionally, and spiritually.  

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, meeting 

in convention in June 2021, granted the sum of $100,000 

toward scholarships for deaconess students and 

assistance with seminary costs for the deaconess 

program. 

 

 

 

 

PLANNING TIME!   Sometime soon, either the end 

of July or the beginning of August, we will begin 

planning for our monthly gatherings and/or special 

activities.  It has been quite a while since we have 

enjoyed each other’s company in person as a group 

and we are really looking forward to getting together 

again!    

Hope Women host the Fall Rally for the Irish Hills 

Zone this October.  If you have an idea for a speaker 

or activity for the Rally, please share with Sharron, 

Mary, or Becky. Thanks!  

If you have an idea for an activity or project, 

something you’d like to participate in at a gathering, 

please share with Sharron, Mary, or Becky.  Thanks! 

Serve the Lord with Gladness! 
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Happy Birthday  
 
Kay Logan 3 
Lowell Oberhaus 3 
Mary Jane Hull 5 
Dalton Sancho 5 
Bill Wrase 7  
Janice Bilkey 9 
Tom Sande 9 
James Logan 12 
Patti Vergiels 20 
Otto Bilkey 21 
Rachel Teske 25 
Gerald Johnson 30 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Baptismal 
Anniversaries 

 

Justin Herter 4 
Jacob Sande 6 
Madeline Sande 6 
Samantha Sande 6 
Tom Sande 6 
Katherine Fowler 14 
Vikki Ritzert 15 
Maddix Stevens 15 
Cambria Stevens 19 
Bill Wrase 27 
Harmonie Wetzel Roman 30 

 
 

 

 

Wedding 
Anniversaries 

Jonathan & Heidi Henzi  3 
Otto & Janice Bilkey 6 
Lowell & Linda Oberhaus 8 
Chuck & Ruth Presley 8 
Mike & Patti Vergiels 21 
Ron & Sharon Shulters 26 
 

We Pray This Month:        

 For the Nations of the world for peace and healing from her troubles 

 For Our Nation –  

  that God would provide comfort and support to all who have suffered loss  

  that God would guide our local officials & school districts, in the decisions to be made 

  that God would guide and protect our military wherever they are serving. 

 For His Church –  

  that God would strengthen and protect all His people and move them to witness boldly 

 For Hope –  

  that God would guide our Administrative Board  and raise godly leaders to assist us  

  that God would bless and grow our Sunday School, our congregation, our outreach efforts, 

our Youth  

For those who grieve:  families of Fred Langley, Dianne Wrase 

 For those who struggle with illness or injuries –  

  Myrna Sheldon   Margaret Parker Maynard Howard 

  Mike & Patti Vergiels  Dave & Dee Weisenfelder  Chuck Presley  

  Barb Davis (shoulder) Marcia Albain (headaches) Dick Kuntz 

  Arleen Jacobsson   Bob & Joann Wachter Fred Houck (ankle) 

  Mike Griffith (eyes) Marnella Lafferty (knee) Dan Baumgartner (knee) 

  Betty Prielipp Stephanie Butler Thomas Groh   

  Mary Jane Hull Jena McClain Jackie Giroux 

  Brad Housman (pain) Annette Miller Graelyn Neal 

  COVID sufferers Ezra Smith Sarah Holmes’ Mother 

  Rev. Daryl Etheridge Richard Sande Marti Hudelston 

  Tim Allwardt (crushed foot) Jada Korsman  Kristie Smith (eye issues) 

  Jon Willett  John Parlier Mike Weisenfelder 

  Bob Beagle Ed Carr Micheal Thiel 

  Bill & Jeanie Landry Don Smith, Jr.  Mary Ellen Moyer 

  Ralph & Wanda Saylor Casey Muck (concusion) Norma Fidler    

  Melissa Morton (stroke) Jeff Moyer (stroke)   Jamie Murphy (cirrhosis)

  Patsy Broge (cancer) Kathy Sparks (cancer)  Nick Duede (cancer)  

  Dan Smith (cancer) Kathy Austin (cancer)  Mary Caroline (cancer) 

  Lisa Cable (cancer) Denver Parker (cancer)  Josh Etheridge (leukemia) 
 We give thanks to God for His many blessings! 

Contact the Church Office, 263-4317 or hopelcms@tc3net.com, with new requests and/or updates.   
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July 2022 
 

Sunday 
 

Monday 
 

Tuesday 
 

Wednesday 
 
Thursday 

 
Friday 

 
Saturday 

 
3      6th Sunday a. Pentecost 

9:00am  Worship [C]  

10:30am  Sunday School 

& Adult Bible Class   

 

 
4 

Office Closed 

 
5 

6:30pm 

Ladies Bible 

Study 
 

 
6  

6:30pm Bible 

Study 

7       

 

 
1 

 

2 

 

8 9 

 
10      4th Sunday a. Pentecost 

9:00am  Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Class   

10:30am  Worship [C]  

Fellowship Time with 

Pastor Joe & Julie Adams 

 
11 

6:30pm 

Ladies Bible 

Study 

 

 
12 

 

 
13 

6:30pm Bible 

Study 

 
14 

 

 

 
15 

 

 
16 

 

 
17     5th Sunday a. Pentecost 

9:00am  Worship [C]  

10:30am  Sunday School 

& Adult Bible Class   

 

 
18 

6:30pm 

Ladies Study 
6:30pm 

Elders 

 

 
19 

1pm Admin 

Bd. 

. 

 
20 

6:30pm Bible 

Study  

 
21     

 

 

 

 
22 

 

 
23 
 

 
24     6th Sunday a. Pentecost 

9:00am  Worship [C]  

10:30am  Sunday School 

& Adult Bible Class   

  

 
25 

6:30pm 

Ladies Bible 

Study 

 

 
26 

 

 

 
27   

6:30pm Bible 

Study  

Newsletter 

Deadline 

 

 
28 

 

 

 

29 

 

30 

 
31     7th Sunday a. Pentecost 

9:00am  Worship [C]  

10:30am  Sunday School 

& Adult Bible Class   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

[C] = 

Communion 

 

 

 

July 2022 Servant Schedule   

July 3   9:00 a.m. ELDER:  Ron Gentz; READERS:  Judy Theung, Ron Gentz; USHERS:  Tom & Jacob Sande; 
COMMUNION:  Hilda Cortez; ACOLYTE:   ; GREETER:  Judy Theung 

July 10  10:30 a.m. ELDER:  Rick Wetzel; READERS: Jennifer Sande, Rick Wetzel; USHERS:  James P. Sheridan; 
COMMUNION:  Sande Family; ACOLYTE:  ; GREETER:  Judy Theung 

July 17   9:00 a.m. ELDER:  Jim Logan; READERS:  envoy, Jim Logan; USHERS:  James P. Sheridan; COMMUNION:  Sue 
Muck, Sara Hackney; ACOLYTE:  ; GREETER:  Judy Theung  

July 24   9:00 a.m. ELDER:  John Butler; READERS:  Carol Herter, John Butler; USHERS: Tom & Jacob Sande; 
COMMUNION:  Finks; ACOLYTE:  ; GREETER:    

July 31   9:00 a.m. ELDER:  Rick Wetzel; READERS: Sue Muck, Rick Wetzel; USHERS: James P. Sheridan; COMMUNION:  
Logans; ACOLYTE:  ; GREETER:    

If you are willing and able to serve as an usher, a reader, or for communion set-up/clean-up, please contact James Sheridan, 
517-260-1452.  Thank you! 

 God America 
 

LWML Convention in Frankenmuth MI 

National Youth Gathering in Texas – July 8-14 


