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May God Bless the U.S.A.

Dear Ones — Blessed with you to be Citizens of God’s Kingdom and
Citizens of the U.S.A!

This is a spectacular year as we celebrate God’s gracious action in
Christ to include us in His family. “You are a chosen people, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare
the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God, once you
had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” 1 Peter 2:9-10

In these United States of America, we who are citizens here are doubly
blessed by God — physically, as well as spiritually, in a Country that has
known the Name of Jesus! Consider these words from an article I read
recently:

“On Saturday, July 4, the United States of America celebrates our
Semiquincentennial. We have been an independent republic for 250 years.
That is a long time but not for certain countries. Egypt, India and Greece
have existed for thousands of years longer than America.

“But 250 years is still a long time. And one where we have had the
same form of government our entire existence. Something that cannot be
said for many other countries across the world. And our Constitution has
significantly influenced the development of constitutions of various other
countries.

“I [the author] had the opportunity to visit every state in America. And
I have traveled to six continents and visited 45 countries around the world.
This has given me a broad perspective on the uniqueness of America. And
what it is that makes us truly special.

“America is a very religious nation. The interest in faith is greater than
in many other Western nations. Church attendance is especially high.
Christianity has enormous influence over virtually every aspect of
American life. You can hardly watch an awards show or interview of an
athlete without hearing about God.

“There are around 370,000 churches in America. That is a church for
every 940 Americans. America has some of the largest churches in the
world and the greatest number of large churches anywhere on earth. South
Korea has the largest church, while Brazil and Nigeria have many large
churches, but there is nowhere like America. We have a church whose
building is a former NBA arena!

“Followers of Jesus have made a huge positive impact on America.
From education to healthcare, from caring for the poor to saving souls,
Christians have served this country. And the blessing of God has been upon
us for the good works done here and around the world....

“I’ve met thousands of Americans from every state. I’ve seen the
beauty and uniqueness of many countries. There is simply no place on
earth like America.

(continued on page 2)



Stewardship Corner

Becoming God’s Giving
Channels

Our heavenly Father, Who has created us and
redeemed us through Jesus, has chosen to work through
us to support and carry out His work here on earth. God
blesses us financially not to only provide for our needs
but to have resources that He can channel through us for
purposes that He directs. God uses us as giving channels
to help the poor, support His Church, and extend His
kingdom here on earth. God gives through us.

In Martin Luther’s Large Catechism, we read the
following sentence in his explanation of the First
Commandment, “Creatures are only the hands, channels,
and means by which God gives all things.” As Luther
tell us, “God gives all things” through us. Our heavenly
Father uses us as His channels to fund His mission and
ministry. So how wide is your channel? Is it as wide as
a roaring river like the Poor Widow (Luke 21:1-4), who
gave away all she had? Or is it like the Rich Ruler
(Matthew 19:16-22), who was no channel at all because
he kept all that He had even after Jesus told him to give
his riches to the poor? The size of our channels will
vary. As our faith matures and our relationship with
Jesus deepens, our channels will become wider. In our
Christian journey, our channels may begin as little
trickles until they become wider, and, for some, as wide
as a roaring river.

While we may be more focused on the amount of
money that flows through our channels, God looks at our
hearts. He wants us to give from loving and giving
hearts. When our hearts are right, our channels will be
wide open. God knows that what we can give is also
determined by our income and the savings and
investments that we may or may not have. God has
given us different amounts of wealth, so our giving
capabilities vary. As our faith grows and we begin to
understand the importance of giving, our giving channels
will widen. Our hearts determine the flow and our
wealth or lack of it reflects the size of our offerings.
Through the work of the Holy Spirit, we are enabled to
give and to keep on giving for the purposes for which
God will direct. The openness of our channels is much
more important than size of the gifts that goes through
them. Through faith, our giving will increase as God
increases our income and wealth. The Apostle Paul
wrote, “You will be enriched in every way to be
generous in every way, which through us will produce
thanksgiving to God” (2 Corinthians 9:11). God
provides each of us with resources not just for our

(continued next column)
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personal comfort but in order to enable us to be
generous. Through our generosity, the recipients of our
gifts will give thanks and praise to God.

In closing, may we not only be God’s giving
channels but be channels for His love through our hands,
feet, and words. By God’s grace, may we all become
wide-open giving channels through whom God uses to
support and fund His work here on earth.

Pastor’s Article, cont.

“The United States of America is not perfect;
it’s made up of millions of imperfect people. But it
is exceptional.

“Happy 250th anniversary America! Here’s to
many more years of blessings, growth, progress and
impact.” *

I am thankful to be a Christian and to have been
born in this Great Land!
May God continue to bless Americal

Pastor Paul

*(Excerpts from an opinion article by Pastor Rick
McDaniel. June 19, 2026)

Food Pantry Needs

Our community food pantries continue to minister to
more and more families and are low on supplies. Please
do what you can to support our fellow Christians who
are staffing these pantries! Check with Fishes and
Loaves or Holy Family St. Mary’s Parish or St. Joseph’s
Parish to find when they accept donations of food or
whether they accept donations of money.

Thank you for remembering those less fortunate, and
please continue to provide as God has commanded us in
Matthew 25:40:

“Whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers of Mine, you did for Me.” NIV

2We Are
BLESSED
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LCMS Bible Memory Verse Challenge

Did you know that The Lutheran Church—M issouri
Synod (LCMYS) invites everyone to learn a Bible
memory verse each week?

As we read and study His Word, one beneficial habit
is to memorize that Word in order to better apply
Scripture in our lives all the time.

Here is a list of Bible verses to continue your
memory verse habit:

Week of July 5, 2026: John 5:39 —

“You search the Scriptures because you think that in
them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear
witness about me.”

Week of July 12, 2026: Hebrews 1:1-2 —

“Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke
to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days He
has spoken to us by His Son, whom He appointed the
heir of all things, through whom also He created the
world.”

Week of July 19, 2026: 1 John 4:18 —

“There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out
fear.”

Week of July 26, 2026: Ephesians 4:29 —

“Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but
only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion,
that it may give grace to those who hear.”

Now, if memorizing a verse each week seems too
difficult, consider selecting one or two verses each
month. Why? Because at the end of the year you will
have 12 or 24 Bible verses in your memory which you
did not have when you began. As well, you will be on
your way to developing the habit of memorizing God’s
Word.

You make the choice, either one verse a week or one
or two per month. Whatever you choose as you take on
the challenge, remember this Scriptural goal: “I have
stored up Your Word in my heart, that I might not sin
against You.” (Psalm 119:11)

(Online: www.lcms.org, go to Resources: Memory Verses,
click on “Verse Schedules”)

Oper;your Bible...
and let God
open your heart.
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Vacation Bible School

Join us in bringing the Good News of Jesus to area
children and our own children and grandchildren! This
year’s Vacation Bible School (VBS) is tentatively
planned for August 14-16.

Volunteers will be needed as small group leaders,
snack assistants, and craft helpers. Contact Becky.

If you’d like to help plan this year’s VBS, contact
Becky!

Hope in The Wontd

We are now six months into developing the
habit of reading God’s Word using “Hope in the
Word (The 5x5x5 New Testament Reading Plan).
For many Christians, spending time personally
reading Scripture enriches their faith walk with the
Holy Spirit. As well, it keeps us ever mindful of
how the Spirit renews our relationship with the
Lord, meditating on and applying God’s Holy Word
in our everyday lives.

July’s reading list is included with this issue of
The Messenger. Hard copies of the reading list are
also available in the church lobby.

July 5-11 — Luke 4-8

July 12-18 — Luke 9-13

July 19-25 — Luke 14-18

July 26 — August 1 — Luke 19-23

“A Minute to Consider” on
WLEN

Please consider donating to our radio ministry. The
monthly cost to the church is $315.56. Special
envelopes available in lobby. Give whatever you can,
please.

Thank you to those who have donated to this
ministry in the past. Thank you for making “A Minute
to Consider” possible!
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LCMS Pastors Offer Faith-
Filled Podcasts

Lutheran Church Missouri Synod pastors are
offering Scripture based podcasts grounded upon the
Lutheran Confessions (Book of Concord). Truly, as the
Apostle Paul commanded, “... you must teach what is in
accord with sound doctrine” (Titus 2:1 NIV), these
pastors hold fast to the truth of God’s Word while
enriching us through the Spirit-blessed wisdom of the
Lutheran Reformers.

Using the online video-sharing platform YouTube,
Pastors Bryan Wolfmueller and Andrew Packer, co-host
“Theology Q& A Podcast” responding to viewers
questions. All questions about Bible passages, what God
expects of us, how to live a Christian life, living
faithfully in our world, what is the unique about the
LCMS compared to other denominations, etc. are
answered.

Their thoughtful, wise and pastoral words,
sometimes with a touch of humor, are uplifting and
greatly helpful as we live by grace through faith gifted
by God.

Also, the LCMS provides the “Life Together Digest
Podcast” (YouTube). Noted leaders such as the Rev.
Dr. Matthew Harrison, president of the LCMS, and other
leaders, present heart-felt, insightful Gospel and
Confessional messages to encourage us in our walk with
Christ.

Additionally, we can join the “Daily Chapel at the
International Center of the LCMS” (YouTube) for their
everyday worship services which include preaching.

These podcasts are but a few of the LCMS pastors
who are sharing God’s Word and our Lutheran teaching
as they reach out to the entire world.

We are blessed to have available such wonderful
resources to nurture, enrich and inform us as we walk
with the Lord and share Him with everyone.

America and the Bible

If we abide by the principles taught in the Bible, our
country will go on prospering; but if we and our
posterity neglect its instructions and authority, no man
can tell how sudden a catastrophe may overwhelm us
and bury all our glory in profound obscurity.

Daniel Webster, The Grapevine

“Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD.”
Psalm 33:12 (ESV)
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Hope Women in Mission is continuing to collect
hygiene and other items to donate to the residents at
Lynwood Manor. A box in the lobby is ready to receive
your donations!

Requested items: fragrant hand & body lotions,
body wash and body spray (for men and for women),
roll-on deodorant, cube-style boxes of tissues, bags of
hard candy (no lemon drops) and bite-size chocolates,
large-print Sudoku puzzle books, and large-print Word
Search books. For those who sew: totes that can be
hung on their walkers.

Please pick up an item while shopping and bring to
church. Donations will be taken over monthly. Thank
you!

thdnkyou .

“Hope Lutheran Church,

On behalf of Lynwood Manor, we would like to
express our gratitude for the items you have donated
to our residents.

Thank you and God bless

Angela Colf, Activities Director”

Three students and Becky are traveling to Mackinac
Island to participate in the District High School
Gathering, which runs June 28 through July 1. The three
students are Amelia Martinal, Allison Wetzel, and
Presley Holmes. We pray for safe travels and a
spiritually uplifting experience for them all.

July 2026



Spiritual Rest

My college roommate decided she could be
more productive if she slept every other night.
That’s an extra eight hours every other day to get
things done, right? Sounds great in theory. But as
you might expect, it didn’t take long before she
realized she needed a lot more rest than that.

This method of limiting our physical rest seems
extreme. But honestly, we do the same thing with
our spiritual rest. We skip church, tell ourselves
we’ll join Bible study when we have more time, and
forget to pray or do daily devotions because there’s
just so much else to do in the day. But just as God
designed our bodies to need physical rest, He
designed our souls to need rest in His Word.

What God Says about Spiritual Rest

God’s Word has a lot to say about spiritual rest.
God Himself rested on the seventh day of creation
to show us the importance of rest. Honoring the
Sabbath is the Third Commandment, which God
gives us for our benefit so we can be assured of our
forgiveness, reflect on His Word of truth, and be
comforted by His promises. And when we hear
words like restore and restoration in Scripture, we
can think of the rest we find in Christ alone.

Recorded in Matthew 11:28-30, Jesus said:
“Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you,
and learn from Me, for [ am gentle and lowly in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My
voke is easy, and My burden is light.”

We also observe King David seeking spiritual
restoration in Psalm 51: “Restore to me the joy of
Your salvation, and uphold me with a willing
spirit.”

Spiritual Rest as an Invitation

As we read these verses, it’s important to see
them as descriptive of how our lives should be as
Christians, not prescriptive of exactly how many
hours per week we need to pray or be in Bible
study. The Pharisees made this invitation to rest
into a step-by-step rigid rule about what could and
could not be done on the Sabbath to earn God’s
favor, instead of looking to God for mercy, grace,
and forgiveness. Jesus came and overthrew those
ideas and instead calls us to simply find rest in Him
alone.

July 2026

Spiritual rest is a gift, a Gospel invitation from
God to rest in His promises, receive His gifts in
weekly worship, and spend time with Him in small,
simple ways as we live out our daily vocations.
And that may look different throughout the seasons
of our lives.

What Spiritual Rest Looks Like

It’s easy to see spiritual rest as something
Instagram worthy, an hour of time with Jesus every
morning with a cup of coffee, a highlighted Bible,
and a personalized journal with beautifully written
notes. Or perhaps an uplifting retreat with amazing
Christian speakers and encouraging fellowship that
fills your cup to overflowing. And in some seasons
of life, that may be what spiritual rest looks like for
you.

But in other seasons of life, spiritual rest might
look a little different. It might look like singing a
comforting hymn in the middle of the night while
you hold your newborn baby. It might look like
being frequently distracted by your young kids in
worship every Sunday but knowing it’s worth it
because the Word of the Lord never returns empty.
It might look like listening to worship music on
your commute to work or school.

These forms of spiritual rest may not always
feel or look as tranquil and restful as you’d like, but
God promises to hear your prayers and restore you
through His Word wherever you may be. In every
season of life, we can take a deep breath and find
some much-needed spiritual rest in the finished
work of Jesus Christ on the cross.

Written by Emily Hatesohl
Scripture: ESV®
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July is Mite Month

What a blessed privilege we have — to assist in
mission work by saving our loose change (and currency)
in our mite containers. This is one simple way to help
spread God’s kingdom, something everyone can do!
During July we bring in our mites and dedicated them to
the Lord’s service.

If your container is full, you can put the contents
into a sturdy zip-loc bag, mark them as mites, and drop
them off at the church when Mary is in — or write a
check and mail it to church. God bless you as you
support the ministries of God’s kingdom through the
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML). If you
would like a mite container, please talk to Mary or to
Sharron Sheridan.

for et peart of WML

Ice Cream Sundays

The Martinals are on a quest to sample local-ish
sweet treats throughout the summer. You are cordially
invited to join us at approximately 7pm each Sunday.

July

Sunday, July 5 — Koala Berry, Toledo

Sunday, July 12 — Blank Slate Creamery, Ann Arbor
Sunday, July 19 — Village Creamery, Brooklyn
Sunday, July 26 — The Parlour — Jackson (at 6:00 p.m.)

August

Sunday, August 2 — The Depot, Morenci
Sunday, August 9 — Bob Jo’s, Wyandotte
Sunday, August 16 — VBS, at Hope!

Sunday, August 23 — Spotted Cow South, Adrian
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Dedicated Mites at Work

We praise the Lord of the Church Who has guided
the LWML (District) in choosing the mission grants to
support in 2026-2028! God bless you as you support the
ministries of God’s kingdom through the Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League (LWML).

This month as you put money into your mite
container, say a prayer for National Grant #6 — Christ-
Centered Hope for Cancer Patients (Phil’s Friends).

Phil’s Friends touches or “visits” cancer patients and
their families in profound ways. In the past 18 years,
nearly 60,000 care packages and more than one million
Cards of Hope were sent across the United States and
even to Liberia. Each cancer patient can’t be seen in
person, but they can be “visited” with the mercy, love,
and compassion of Jesus Christ through free care
packages and monthly Cards of Hope. It is during
difficult times when people are most likely to ask
searching questions and are open to the Gospel. Simple
acts of kindness, such as receiving a care package or
encouraging cards, become the most meaningful and
impactful.

The cost to support one cancer patient for a year is
$100. This total includes the care package, 12 Cards of
Hope, and postage. Since Phil’s Friends is 100% donor-
supported, this $100,000 grant (granted in 2025) will
help reach 1000 patients with Christ-centered hope and
compassion.

Each care package is lovingly hand-decorated, and
the contents are customized according to the age and
gender of the recipient. Care packages are filled with
both practical and comfort items that a cancer patient can
use during their treatments such as lip balm, a water
bottle, lotion, a knitted hat, socks, a homemade blanket,
a journal, puzzle books, and stuffed animals for children.
The most important thing that is included in every
package is the Bible, the only true source of hope and
comfort.

Phil’s Friends operated in the LWML Northern
Illinois District, and the Bible verse from Matthew 25:36
— “I was sick and you visited me” — is at the core of its
mission. This ministry supports anyone with cancer
regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, or income level.

Testimonies are received every week from recipients
telling how their care package and ongoing Cards of
Hope strengthen, encourage, and uplift their spirits.
Some recipients say they began reading the Bible for the
first time and came to faith in Jesus. Phil’s Friends
plants Gospel seeds, reaches the spiritual lost, and
rejoices over every person who will join Jesus in heaven.
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July celenrations

Happy Birthday

Kay Logan
Lowell Oberhaus
Bill Wrase
Janice Bilkey
Tom Sande
James Logan
Patti Vergiels
Otto Bilkey
Cathy Casey
Gerald Johnson
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Baptismal Wedding
Anniversaries Anniversaries
g Jacob Sande 6 Jonathan & Heidi Henzi 3
2 Madeline Sande 6 Otto & Janice Bilkey 6
o Samantha Sande 6 Harold & Helen Hunt 6
4 Tom Sande 6 Lowell & Linda Oberhaus 8
i Katherine Fowler 14 Mike & Patti Vergiels 21
Vikki Ritzert 15
2(1) Maddix Stevens 15 ¥*‘
Cambria Stevens 19 ¥A%‘,
22 Lowell Oberhaus 20 \ ‘ % )
30 Warren Reichert 22 a l E J %
Bill Wrase 27 % 2026
We Pray This Month:

For the Nations of the world for peace and healing from her troubles

For Our Nation —

that God would provide comfort and support to all who have suffered loss
that God would guide our local officials & school districts, in the decisions to be made
that God would guide and protect our military wherever they are serving.

For His Church —

that God would strengthen and protect all His people and move them to witness boldly

For Hope —

that God would guide our Administrative Board and raise godly leaders to assist us
that God would bless and grow our Sunday School, our congregation, our outreach efforts,

our Youth

For those who grieve: family of Marilyn Karns, sister of Phyllis Johnson & Carole Pahl
For those who struggle with illness or injuries —

Mike & Patti Vergiels
Ruth Lamley-Prielipp

Sherrell & Danielle Hofbauer

Les Howard
Marilyn Caggiano
Barb Davis
Stephanie Butler
George MacBlaine
Ryan Liske

Jackie Giroux

Irma Morrild (Alzheimer’s)

Ralph Wetzel
Diane Allwardt

Steve & Mike Weisenfelder

Clyde Osburn (heart)
Jim Ritzert (cancer)
Gary Allen (cancer)

Sherri Falzone (cancer)
William Crego (cancer)

Bob & Joann Wachter
Dene Minnema

Tricia Moyer-Fowler
Hans & Arleen Jacobsson
Mike Filter

Len Henzi (hip)

Fonda Bozeman

Thomas Groh

Shannon Zeller (surgery)
Dean Farber (heart)
Elizabeth Mott

Zachary Young (epilepsy)
Irma Rogers (stroke)

Kari Gulliksen (osteoporosis)
Jeff Moyer (stroke)

John Barrett (cancer)

Pat Afiorga (cancer)

Jerry Pierce (cancer)
Veronica Fordney (cancer)

We give thanks to God for His many blessings!

Margaret Parker

Mike & Patsy Broge
Mike Griffith (eyes)
Dianne Miller

Anna Etter

Andrea Jenkins (foot)
Diane Carter (foot)

Sara & Noelle Drews
Ralph & Wanda Saylor
Laurie Moll

Dave Allwardt

Rich Klann

Donna Bell (heart)

Marti Hudelston

Jamie Murphy (cirrhosis)
Joe Thornsbury (cancer)
Doug Thumm (cancer/eye)
Mike Snyder (cancer)
Kelsie Elling (cancer)
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Page 7




July 2026

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
6:30pm Bible 7pm
Study Etheridge
Bible Study
5 4" Sunday after Pentecost | 6 7 8 9 10 11
9:00am Worship [C] 6:30pm 9:30am Gentz | 6:30pm Bible 2-4pm Game
10:30am Sunday School Ladies Bible Bible Study Study Day
& Adult Bible Class Study? 6pm 2:7 Bible | 6-8pm— Hope 7pm
Study Youth Etheridge
Bible Study
12 5™ Sunday after Pentecost | 13 14 15 16 17 18
9:00am Worship [C] 6:30pm 9:30am Gentz | 6:30pm Bible
10:30am Sunday School Ladies Study Bible Study Study Z}::}n id
& Adult Bible Class 6:30pm Elders -theridge
6-8pm-— Hope i 3 ,
7pm Ice Cream Sunday % Ol]l)th P Bible Study
19 6" Sunday after Pentecost | 20 21 22 23 24 25
9:00am Worship [C] 6:30pm 9:30am Gentz | 6:30pm Bible Newsletter
10:30am Sunday School Ladies Study Bible Study Study Deadline
& Adult Bible Class 1pm Lunch 6-8pm-— Hope 7pm ' _
7pm Ice Cream Sunday Bunch Youth Etheridge LCS Volleyball Sale in AC
5:15pm Bible Study
Admin. Bd
26 7™ Sunday after Pentecost 27 28 29 30 31 [C] =
9:00am Worship [C] 6:30_pm‘ 9:30am Gentz | 6:30pm Bible 7pm Communion
10:30am Sunday School Ladies Study Bible Study Study Etheridge
& Adult Bible Class 6-8pm- Hope Bible Study
6pm Ice Cream Sunday Youth

July 2026 Servant Schedule

ELDER: John Butler; READERS: Deanna LeDroit, John Butler; USHERS: Tom & Jacob Sande;
COMMUNION: Hilda Cortez; GREETERS: Kathy Brevoort, Cathy Casey; FELLOWSHIP: Group
3

July 5 9:00 a.m.

July 12 9:00a.m. ELDER: Bill Kohn; READERS: Jennifer Sande, Bill Kohn; USHERS: John & Jay Butler;

COMMUNION: the Sandes; GREETERS: Beverly Lightfoot, Judy Kuntz; FELLOWSHIP: Group 4

July 19 9:00 a.m. ELDER: Jim Logan; READERS: Warren & Cynthia Reichert, Bill Kohn; USHERS: Anna Etter;
COMMUNION: Sue Muck, Sara Hackney; GREETERS: Scott Chapman, Anna Etter;

FELLOWSHIP: Group 5

ELDER: Ron Gentz; READERS: Amelia Martinal, Bill Kohn; USHERS: James P. Sheridan, Dale
Maritnal; COMMUNION: the Finks; GREETERS: Ranetta MacBlaine, Deanna LeDroit;
FELLOWSHIP: Group 1

God Bless America

Hope Lutheran Church

July 26 9:00 a.m.
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