
 
God Bless All Marriages 

 

Dear Loved Ones in Christ Jesus, 

 

It’s June! (Actually, weather-wise, maybe it’s only May since the showers of 

April seemed to have come in May this year…maybe? Whatever!) And, yes, June 

is still the most popular month in America to “get hitched.” Of course, the most 

watched wedding world-wide recently was when the British royal Prince Harry 

married Meghan, his American fiancée, on May 19
th
. What a beautiful weather day 

in England it was! May God bless their marriage! 

For them, as well as any couple, marriage brings changes to their life! Those of 

you have been married for any length of time realize that a successful marriage is a 

100% / 100% relationship (not so much “contractual” as “covenantal” – not so 

much “compromise” as mutual “sacrifice!”) To me, and, I think, to the couples I 

“counsel,” the biggest challenge in marriage has to do with expectations as to what 

marriage will be. It’s definitely a matter of adjustment! (And it doesn’t happen 

overnight, kids! Just ask any couple celebrating their tenth or twentieth plus 

anniversary, for example!) 

Marriage has been taking a lot of “hits” lately and particularly since 1990. This 

has led to many people avoiding marriage altogether or getting married in their 

30’s or later. The average age for women getting married has increased from the 

early twenties to the late twenties since the 1960s; the average age for men has 

increased from about 25 to 30 years old from the 1960s to today.  More people just 

cohabitate or are apparently satisfied with “hooking up” i.e., casual sexual 

intercourse, instead of a life-long commitment. The basic (sinful) mistake here is 

the thinking that “living together” is equivalent to “marriage.” Marriage involves a 

life-long commitment “‘til death parts us” as opposed to other living 

“arrangements” which exist only as long as one partner cares to stay. 

We are told, in God’s never-changing Word, that the LORD Himself 

established marriage in the Garden of Eden, before the Fall into Sin, between one 

man and one woman (Genesis 2). This is where we get the biological as well as the 

spiritual nature of marriage: one – “monogamy;” man / woman– “adult, past 

puberty;” joined together lifelong (one flesh union).  

This has been the established pattern for marriage in all societies for all time, 

whether or not such communities believe in God or know about His Word! In fact, 

until our “enlightened times,” no one would define marriage as just any old kind of 

relationship that people might suggest, let alone accept as valid! 

In the Christian Church, we are to live by a different standard apart from the 

corruption of the world (which is always sinful and corrupt even in a so-called 

Christian nation.)  Society is not to be our standard, political power does not 

establish our principle; only Holy Scripture:  “the sole (only) Norm for Christian 

Doctrine and Practice.”  

So, fellow followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, what does the Bible say? 

“Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will 

judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral.” [Literally: “engagers in porno”]   

(Hebrews 13:4) 

May God guide, direct, strengthen and bless the institution of marriage in our 

Land and throughout the world!     

  

Yours in Christ, 

  
Pastor Paul 
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Living as Pilgrims 

Our society tells us to live for today.  The words from 

a poster, “Forget about the PAST; Don’t worry about the 

FUTURE; Live TODAY!,” captures our society’s 

encouragement to live for the moment with gusto because 

there is no tomorrow.  In contrast, we, as God’s people, 

are encouraged to live with an eternal perspective.  The 

Apostle Paul encourages us to set our minds on this 

above, not on earthly things (Colossians 3:2). We are told 

that God “has put eternity into [our] hearts” 

(Ecclesiastes 3:11).  Through faith, we live our lives 

knowing that heaven is our true home.  According to the 

writer of Hebrews, we are aliens and strangers on this 

earth (11:13).  In Philippians 3:20, Paul tells us that we 

are citizens of heaven not earth. 

In order for us to be citizens of heaven, aliens, 

strangers and pilgrims on this earth, we can’t allow the 

accumulation of things to distract us from our 

relationship with Jesus.  As God’s people, we can have 

and enjoy comfortable homes and cars, but we need to be 

careful that we don’t become too attached to the blessings 

God gives us.  We are to possess our possessions rather 

than let our possessions possess us.  We must be on guard 

not to let anything demand so much of our time, energy, 

and money that the relationships we have with the Lord 

will suffer.   

The words of Martin Luther encourage not us to 

become attached to the things of this world. 

 

Therefore we must use all these things upon earth in 

no other way than as a guest who travels through the 

land and comes to a hotel where he must lodge 

overnight.  He takes only food and lodging from the 

host, and he says not that the property of the host 

belongs to him.  Just so should we also treat our 

temporal possessions, as if they were not ours, and 

enjoy only so much of them as we need to nourish the 

body and then help our neighbors with the balance.  

Thus the life of the Christian is only a lodging for the 

night, since we have here no continuing city, but 

must journey on to heaven, where the Father is. 

 
With the same indifference to material things, Jesus 

sent out the 72 disciples into the harvest field (Luke 10:1-

12).  In their journey, they sort of resembled pilgrims.  

For pilgrims, material possessions are valuable only as 

they help their mission.  A pilgrim will not want to carry 

a lot of things around because they would slow him 

down.  A pilgrim chooses possessions rather carefully so 

as to be able to travel lightly.  If he foolishly accumulates 

things, he will find it more difficult to reach his 

destination.   

(continued in next column) 

Living as Pilgrims, cont. 

 

With God’s help, we can put our trust in the Lord and 

not in our possessions, and we can live as pilgrims here 

on earth, ever looking forward to the eternity God has 

placed in our hearts. 

 
Church Extension Fund 

 

Do You Need a Change of Direction? In 

today’s uncertain economy, you may feel like you are 

walking up the down escalator. But changing direction 

might be easier than you think. An IRA from Church 

Extension Fund can deliver excellent returns, while also 

helping to finance the growth of Michigan churches, 

schools and ministries. CEF can also help you transfer an 

existing IRA or roll over your 401(k) to a CEF IRA – 

just another way you can change directions. CEF can get 

your savings dollars and the ministries that mean the 

most to you moving the right way, toward a bright future. 

Call CEF at 800 242 3944 or visit the web site at 

www.mi-cef.org to discover more.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

April 2018 Stewardship Summary 
Average Church Attendance: 101 

Average Holy Communion Attendance: 48 

Education Hour - Adults & Youth: 31; Confirmation 

& Elementary: 6;  

Receipts/Income – Not available 

General Fund: $00 

Benevolence Fund $00 

Other Designated: $00 

Total Giving: $00 

Expenses Paid: $00 

Net Income for April $00 

Balances  - Not available 

Checking Account:  $00 

Savings Account: $00 

 

Giving Averages (Approximate) 

January 2017 $3,200.00 per week 

February 2017 $4,500.00 per week 

March 2017 $3,900.00 per week 

April 2017 $4,700.00 per week 

December 2017 $4,500.00 per week 

January 2018 $4,400.00 per week 

February 2018 $ per week 

March 2018 $ per week  

April 2018 $ per week 
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More thoughts 
On Following  

God’s Financial Counsel 
 

Developing a Budget 
A budget is a spending plan.  A budget enables you to plan your monthly expenditures.  The plan 
determines in advance how much of your income you are comfortable allocating to each spending area.  
Your income and spending allocations will be defined by your values and interests. 
 

As a Christian, one of your first tasks in developing a budget 
will be to examine the priorities that God has directly 
revealed in His Word.  God’s Word encourages you to give 
generously, save diligently, and pay off debt quickly 
 

Giving is part of the budget:  God’s Word directs us 

to give Him our first and best (Proverbs 3:9).  Jesus said, “It 
is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).  The 
Apostle Paul wrote, “On the first day of every week, each of 
you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may 

prosper” (1 Corinthians 16:2).  Giving demonstrates our gratitude for Who God is and what He has done 
for us. 
 

Saving is part of the budget: In order to prepare for emergencies and have resources so you can 

achieve your financial goals, saving is essential.  God shares His wisdom regarding saving: “Precious 
treasure and oil are in a wise man’s dwelling, but a foolish man devours it” (Proverbs 21:20). 
 

Debt repayment is part of the budget: God’s Word does not forbid you from borrowing 

money, but it does discourage it.  “The wicked borrows but does 
not pay back, but the righteous is generous and gives” (Proverbs 
22:7).  The Bible is clear as to your responsibility to repay money 
that you borrow. 
 

In order to avoid dependence on others and to set a good 
example, you should develop a budget.  Including the three above 
parts within your budget, will help you gain control of your 
money. 

If you have not yet returned your 2018-2019 Commitment to the Lord and His Congregation At Hope 
and/or your Volunteer Page to Serve God through Hope Lutheran, you still have time to do so.  Extra 
copies of each commitment form is available in the lobby . 
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Sign up in lobby on Sunday, May 27, or call Church Office by Wednesday, May 30, to RSVP. 
We want to have enough materials and food for everyone!  Thanks! 
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Graduation Open Houses 

We are invited to the Open House of Jacob Teske on 

Saturday, June 9, from 1:00 – 5:00 p.m. at the home of 

his father, 3343 Wolf Creek Hwy. 

John Fowler will celebrate at an Family & Friends 

Open House at Hope that same day. 

Amanda Wetzel will celebrate at an Open House at 

Hope on Saturday, January 16. 

May God bless the future endeavors of our graduates:  

Amanda, Jacob, John, and Madeline! 
 

 

Dinner & A Movie  
for One and All 

Hope Congregation is invited to a special Dinner 

and a Movie on Friday, June 15, here at church.  The 

movie, “The Greatest Showman,” will be shown 

with a discussion linking faith and film led by 

Amanda Wetzel and Becky Martinal following.  The 

evening starts with dinner at 5:30 p.m.  The Movie 

will begin about 6:15 p.m. 
 

 

 

 
 

Treasurer Needed 

Hope is in need of a treasurer.  Rick Wetzel is doing 

the work on an interim basis, but we need someone to 

take over.   

This person should have been a member of Hope for 

at least two (2) years and should expect to spend about 10 

hours a week.  A familiarity with QuickBooks will be 

very helpful. 

The treasurer is responsible for paying the invoices 

authorized by the congregation’s leaders, maintaining 

records of receipts and disbursements according to 

budget categories and proper accounting procedures, and 

presenting a written financial report at monthly 

Administrative Board meetings and at Voters’ Meetings.  

The treasurer also coordinates with Workforce Payhub to 

arrange for payment of salaries and is a part of the 

Budget Committee. 

Interested persons should contact Congregational 

President Mike Vergiels, 265-5675, or 

awardpkg@aol.com by June 10. 

Vacation Bible School 

Sunday, June 24 – Thursday, June 28 

5:45 – 8:30 p.m.  

5:00 p.m. FREE meal (Mon. – Thurs.) 

Hope is partnering with St. John’s Lutheran Church 

to provide the community with Vacation Bible School 

again this year.   The dates are June 24-28.   The theme is 

“Time Lab – Discovering Jesus from Past to Future” 
from Answers in Genesis.    Everyone with a heart for 

teaching children the love of Jesus – sign up in church 

lobby and tell Becky that you’re available to help at this 

year’s Vacation Bible School.   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

From Hope Women in Mission 

 

We thank everyone who helped make this year’s 

Mother/Daughter Brunch a success:  Kathy Brevoort, 

Arleen Jacobsson, Joann Wachter, Sharron Sheridan, 

Patti Vergiels, Becky Martinal for planning the event, for 

making the favors, and for setting up the room so 

beautifully; Becky for the MCing and for designing our 

tickets and program cover; Patti, for making the beautiful 

centerpieces; Hope Men for serving and cleaning up, and, 

of course, everyone who came!!  Thanks! 

We thank everyone who helped make this Spring’s 

Rummage Sale the success it was:  Sharron Sheridan for 

doing so much work before, during, and after the Sale, 

everyone who donated items, and everyone who helped at 

the Sale.  We netted approximately $1200.00 to support 

our ladies attending the 2018 LWML-Michigan District 

Convention this year and to help fund Michigan’s share 

of the 2021 LWML (national) convention.  Thanks! 

 

 

From the Madeline Sande and other Homeschool Grads: 

 

Many thanks to our church family for hosting our 

homeschool graduation ceremony on April 28th.  What a 

blessing to be able to celebrate and thank God for our 

children’s education in our own church home!   

 Jennifer Sande  

 & L.I.F.E. Homeschool Group 

Praise the LORD, O my soul; all my inmost being, 
praise His holy Name.  …  The LORD is compassionate 
and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. 

Psalm 103:1, 8 NIV 

Praise the LORD, O my soul; all my inmost being, 
praise His holy Name.  …  The LORD is compassionate 
and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. 

Psalm 103:1, 8 NIV 

 

mailto:awardpkg@aol.com
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Meals on Wheels 
June 4 – 15   

 Once again we have an opportunity to fulfill the 

ministry purpose God has for our lives.  Hope’s members 

are being asked to help deliver Meals on Wheels to senior 

citizens in the Adrian area from Monday, June 4, through 

Friday, June 16.  Specific delivery routes are established, 

and you will be given a list of 

deliveries to make for your 

route. 

 Meals are prepared at the 

Piotter Center.  Drivers are 

asked to come to the Frank 

Street entrance of the Center 

by 10:30 a.m. to deliver the 

noon meals.  Routes take 

approximately 60 minutes to complete and you can have 

lunch afterwards at the Center.  You will also receive 

money towards gas. 

To participate in this ministry, sign up on the 

volunteer sheet in the lobby.  You may sign up to help 

deliver meals once or twice or more often.  If you have 

questions, talk to Bill Kohn, 265-3559.  If you haven’t 

participated in this ministry opportunity before, why not 

try it this year?  You may find that it’s a ministry you 

enjoy! 
 

 

There will be a Bible Study on Wednesdays thru 

June from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.   Join us! 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 

since as members of one body you were 

called to peace.  And be thankful. 
Colossians 3:15 

 

Happy Father’s Day 
June 17 

Mighty Mites at Work 
Keep saving your loose change in your mite 

container!  If your container is full, you can put the 

contents into a sturdy zip-loc bag, mark them as mites, 

and give them to Mary Martinal Sunday morning.  God 

bless you as you support the ministries of God’s kingdom 

through the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

(LWML). 

This month as you put money into your mite 

container, say a prayer for the Christian Eldercare Home 

in Haiti. 

The Great Commission of our Lord Jesus Christ is to 

make disciples of all nations. He also calls His people to 

travel in the footsteps of St. Paul to foreign soil.   

Haiti is a nation in need of special attention.  Since 

the earthquake in 2010, Lutheran baptisms in Haiti have 

been multiplied beyond expectations and Lutheran church 

attendance is increasing.  However, physical and spiritual 

needs of our brothers and sisters in Christ are left unmet. 

A center for the elderly people who have outlived their 

families, and some of whom are currently living in tents 

and deplorable conditions, is planned to be built on the 

same property where an orphanage was constructed in 

2014.  The children will have grandparents and the 

elderly will have children to make them smile. T he 

center, built with funds supplied by this grant, would 

result in a dwelling with clean water, suitable waste 

containment, beds, food, and care for these forgotten 

people.  Ministry in Mission desires to fulfill the intent of 

creating a true community for Haitian Lutherans by 

providing a safe living environment for all Haitians in the 

surrounding area and particularly the forgotten elderly 

society. 

The LWML [national] in July 2017 granted the sum 

of $100,000 to help fund the Christian Eldercare Home in 

Haiti. 

Also, please pray for the LWML-Michigan District 

Convention, July 20-22, at which the Mission Grants 

we’ll support over the next two years are chosen.  May 

God guide the delegates to chose the Grants that fit with 

His will.  May He also help us to fund those Grants with 

our generous donations! 

 

We praise and thank our gracious God for moving 
women and men in the Michigan District to give 

the “mites” to meet our Mite Goal of $235,000 for 
2016-2018! 

 

Secret Sisters 
Enjoy your summer!  And, while you’re busy 

with fun summertime activities, remember your 

Secret Sister.  Pray for her (and her family) daily.  

Drop her a note or send a card to let her know that 

you are supporting her in her Christian walk.  This 

is one way we can show the world that we 

Christians love one another.   

 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
Michigan District Convention  

July 20-22 
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Happy Birthday  
Dorothy Parker 5 
Jessica Brown 6 
Brad Housman 7 
Elijah Neal 7 
Jane Stevens 8 
Elaine Stevenson 8 
Mary Anne Hoyt 11 
Samantha Sande 11 
Jan Wuebben 12 
Stephanie Vuiller 14 
Katherine Fowler 19 
Helen Petee 20 
Jacob Teske 23  
Bob Stevenson 24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Wedding 
Anniversaries 

Andrew & Briahna Neal 1 
John & Melanie Butler 23 
Jeremy & Penny Filber 27 
Dale & Mary Martinal 28 
Michael & Kayla Sweeney 28 
 

Congratulations 
… to Andrew & Briahna Neal, 
who celebrate their 5th wedding 
anniversary on the 1st!

 
 

Baptismal 
Anniversaries 

Jane Stevens 3 
Darlene Fink 4 
Penny Filber 7 
Emily Goodson 16 
Barb Davis 26 
Sharon Shulters 26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We Pray This Month:       

 For the Nations of Brazil, Afghanistan, Middle East (political) 

 For Our Nation –  

  that God would guide and protect all government leaders in all our states 

  that God would guide and protect our military wherever they are serving. 

 For His Church –  

  that God would move us to rejoice always in the victory Jesus won over sin, death and the 

devil and has given us by grace through faith in Him and share His message of 

reconciliation with those who do not know Him 

 For Hope –  

  that God would guide our Administrative Board as they do their work  

  that God will bless our summer activities – VBS, outreach events,  

 For those who grieve:  family of:  7-year-old Lauren Miller 

 For those who struggle with illness or injuries –  

  Myrna Sheldon, shut-in DeLight Sieler  Carole Pahl  

  Helen Bendes (arthritis) Dave & Dee Weisenfelder Virginia Woodard, shut-in

  Bonnie Posten (eyes) Patti Vergiels (back) Margaret Parker  

  Carol Herter (hip replacement) Ron & Dianne Gentz Maynard Howard 

  Sandy Houck  Esther von Fange  Dorothy Studnicka 

  Donna Hill, shut-in The Lee Family Tammie Murphy 

  Alan Garrison Jaxon Stanley (not growing) Tim Tuttle (stroke) 

  Eric Montroy (needs new liver) Fonda Bozeman (arthritis) Larry & Betty Bendes 

  Adam Bartek (dialysis) Kimberley Balowski   Dave Allwardt 

  Donna Judson (surgery) Patti Pfeiffer (stroke)  Debra Sande 

  Ethan Jameson Bill & Jeanie Landry  Phyllis Hackney 

  Diana Gulliksen Jamie Murphy (cirrhosis) Dick Johnson  

  Doug Thumm (knee surgery) Dick Applin  Israel Woolwine  

  George McBlaine (cancer) Bonnie Jansen (cancer)  Vicki Hanconck (cancer)

  Christie Lemley (cancer) Jeff Patterson (cancer)   Gregg Woods (cancer) 

  Gregg Hopkins (cancer)  Charlotte Devier (cancer) Mark Jackson (cancer) 

 We give thanks to God for His many blessings.  

Contact the Church Office, 263-4317 or hopelcms@tc3net.com, with new requests and/or updates.   
 

Happy Birthday 
(Belatedly) 

…to Virginia Woodard, who 
celebrated her 90th birthday 
on April 2!  We hope you were 
blessed, Virginia! 
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June 2018  
 

Sunday 
 

Monday 
 

Tuesday 
 

Wednesday 
 

Thursday 
 

Friday 
 

Saturday 
 
[C] = Communion 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
   

 
1 

 

 
2    

 

 
3        2nd Sunday a. Pentecost 

8:30am Classic Praise [C] 

10am Education Hour 

11:00am New Song 

 

 
4 

 

 
5 

9:30am Gentz 

Bible Study  
6:30pm 

Outreach Mtg 

        

 

 
6 

10am Ladies Study 

6:30pm Bible study 

 
7 

 
8 

 

 

 

 

 
9 

Fowler-Henzi Party 

 

 
10         3rd S. after Pentecost 

8:30am Classic Praise  

10:00am Education Hour 

11:00am New Song [C] 

12:30pm Youth Group 

 

 
11 
 

 
12 

9:30am Gentz 

Bible Study  

 

 
13       

10am Ladies Study 

6pm S’More 

Worship 

6:30pm Bible study  

 
14        
 

 

 

 
15 

5:30pm Dinner 

& Movie for 

ALL Ages 

 
16 

Amanda Wetzel’s 

Graduation Party 

 
17           4th S. after Pentecost 

8:30am Classic Praise [C] 

10:00am Education Hour 

11:00am New Song  

 

 
18 

6:30pm Admin 

Bd. Mtg 

 

 
19 

9:30am Gentz 

Bible Study  

 

 
20 

10am Ladies Study 

6:30pm Bible study 

Newsletter Deadline 

 

 
21. 
 

 

 
22     

 

 
23 

 

 
24           5th S. after Pentecost 

8:30am Classic Praise  

10:00am Education Hour 

11:00am New Song [C] 

 

 
25 

 

 
26 

9:30am Gentz 

Bible Study  

 

 
27 

10am Ladies Study 

 

 
28 

 
29 

 

 
30 

Martinal Family 

Wedding Shower  

June 2018 Servant Schedule   

USHERS:  8:30 a.m. June:   John Butler, Jay Butler, Lowell Oberhaus, Jim Ritzert 
 11:00 a.m. June 3 & 17:   Otto Bilkey, James P. Sheridan 
 11:00 a.m. June 10 & 24:  Rick Wetzel, Jon Henzi, Tom Sande 

June 3   8:30 a.m. ELDER:  John Butler; ELDER ASS’T:  Jerry Johnson; LITURGY ASS’T:  Mike Vergiels; READER:  Judy 
Theung; COMMUNION:  Jerry & Phyllis Johnson  

 11:00 a.m. READERS:  envoy 

June 10   8:30 a.m. ELDER: John Butler; LITURGY ASS’T:  Jim Logan; READER:  Judy Parros  
 11:00 a.m. John Butler COMMUNION ASS’TS:  Rick Wetzel & Jon Henzi; READERS:  Patti Vergiels; Dale Martinal; 

COMMUNION:   the Sande Family  

June 17   8:30 a.m. ELDER:  Bill Kohn; ELDER ASS’T:  Hans Jacobsson; LITURGY ASS’T:  Dick Kuntz; READER: Sue Muck; 
COMMUNION:  Hans and Arleen Jacobsson  

 11:00 a.m. READERS:  Youth & Jon Henzi 

June 24   8:30 a.m. ELDER:  Bill Kohn; LITURGY ASS’T:  Jerry Johnson; READER:  Hilda Cortez 
 11:00 a.m. COMMUNION ASS’TS:  Dale Martinal & Otto Bilkey; READERS:  Carol Herter; Rick Wetzel; 

COMMUNION:   the Sande Family       

   VBS – with St. John’s – “Time Lab” 5:45-8:00 p.m.  June 24-28 

Hope’s turn to help deliver Meals on Wheels   

Michigan District Convention in Ann Arbor - June 24-27 

Congr. Wellness Weekend 

Hope’s turn to help deliver Meals on Wheels   


