
      
Continuing the Work of the Lord 

Dear Loved Ones in Christ Jesus, 

The Citizens of the United States and in particular we members of the 

Christian Church have suffered, along with our neighbors, friends and families, 

from the coronavirus pandemic, government shutdowns, as well as racial protests 

and riots in many of our cities since March of this year.  Add to that fact that it has 

been a contentious political year and you have a time that may never be repeated 

(we sincerely hope) in our lifetime! 

Here at Hope, by the grace of God, we have had weekly in-person services in 

our sanctuary since May 31!  At the request of some of our members, we 

experimented with an all-mask in-person service during the summer.  Now, since 

Sunday, September 13, we have returned to having two services on a Sunday 

morning:  An all-mask service at 9:00 a.m. (limited singing with liturgy) and our 

mask-optional service (blended/contemporary) at 10:30 a.m.  At both services we 

are following our standard protocols with hand sanitizer as we enter and exit the 

building and socially distanced seating.  We are asking our members and guests 

not to enter the building if they are ill (which is consistent with our health 

recommendations since Hope was founded in 1972!) 

The congregation must be commended and thanked for their support of Dianne 

Gentz and her family during these last, very difficult, several months!  I thank you 

for upholding her family and our other sick and shut-in members in prayer during 

this challenging time.  Your prayers and support have meant a world of difference! 

On August 16, after our Sunday morning service, some 50 or 60 people from 

church went over to see and share their love with Dianne and Ron.  We also shared 

in Holy Communion outside at the Gentz’ home.  Then, at Dianne’s funeral at 

Hope on September 9 – with visitation beforehand – the place was packed (with 

more people in attendance than at any of our Sunday services!), every other row, 

all masked in the sanctuary and singing her favorite songs!  What a wonderful 

testimony and “send-off” with your presence and love! 

I am happy to report that we have had no instances of COVID-19 at any of our 

services.  This leads me to believe that we have struck an appropriate balance 

between health concerns and our faith desire to return to corporate worship.  I say 

this as an encouragement to our members who have come back to worship 

together, and those who have yet to come back; that we are gradually returning to 

normal.  Indeed, some of our Bible studies have resumed as well as a variety of in-

person meeting at church.  As of this point, we have not resumed our Sunday 

School/Bible Classes during Sunday mornings or our Fellowship time between 

services (which many people have really missed!)  We must be patient, even after 

almost seven months of being mostly apart.  As always, your prayers and financial 

support have “kept us afloat.”  Many other churches have suffered far worse. 

Our goal has been to stay connected as best we can; all the while providing 

God’s Word and Sacrament ministry.  Some 75% of our active members have 

communed with us in at least one of our settings since the March government 

shutdown = in the sanctuary; flow through via our parking lot; and at home by 

appointment.  I hope that you appreciate the faithful service of our staff, Board, 

and Elders during this time – we have been affected by the pandemic as everyone 

else.  Please give them kudos and encouragement whenever you can! 

God bless you all!  See you in church….soon! 

Pastor Paul 
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Stewardship Corner 
 

Be an Encourager 

Do you have a nickname?  Some people have 

nicknames that are derived from their full names.  Some 

have gotten nicknames because of a physical feature 

(which can be very hurtful) or something they have 

accomplished (like “Wrong Way Marshall” who ran the 

wrong way to score a touchdown for the opposing 

team!) 

“Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles 

called Barnabas (which means Son of 

Encouragement)…” (Acts 4:36) was a man with a 

nickname anyone would be proud to have.  His 

nickname is widely known; not too many even realize 

his real name was Joseph.  How did this steward of God 

earn this nickname? 

The first time the Bible mentions Barnabas is in the 

passage above where we read that he “sold a field he 

owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’ 

feet.”  Wow!  Wouldn’t that provide encouragement?  

Knowing that someone believed in your work so much 

that he would give the entire proceeds from his property 

to support your work would surely inspire you to work 

even harder. 

In Acts 13:2 we read, “The Holy Spirit said, ‘Set 

apart for Me [the Holy Spirit] Barnabas and Saul for the 

work to which I have called them.’”  Here Barnabas is 

partnered with Saul, who later takes the name Paul.  

Whose name is more recognizable?  In verse 42 of the 

same chapter, we find the names reversed.  “As Paul and 

Barnabas…”  What has happened is that God has 

chosen to make Paul the leader on their missionary trips 

and to delegate Barnabas as his companion, his fellow-

worker.  Did Barnabas quit when he no longer had top 

billing?  No way!  He continued laboring beside Paul as 

they ministered to the early Church. 

He did have a disagreement with Paul, though, that 

arose from his desire to encourage and his choice not to 

give up on people.  The problem was this:  Another 

disciple, a young man named, “John, also called Mark” 

had traveled with them but, at one point, had “deserted 

them in Pamphylia” (Acts 15:37-38).  Paul refused to 

take Mark, so Barnabas parted company with Paul and 

took Mark himself to do the Lord’s work.  Barnabas was 

willing to give someone a second chance.  Don’t you 

think Mark was encouraged? 

We’re all in need of encouragement, and we are all 

equipped to give encouragement.  It’s easier to complain 

and find fault, but, even with the most disagreeable 

person, we can find something to commend.  Make it 

your goal to find someone each day to encourage. 

 

Church Extension Fund 

With a Church Extension Fund investment, you feel 

good knowing your money is serving the Lord, while 

earning a competitive interest rate. It helps build 

facilities in which people can be nurtured in the faith of 

Jesus Christ. For more information, call 800-242-3944.  

(The information provided here is not an offer to sell or a solicitation of an 

offer to buy CEF securities. The offering of CEF securities is made solely by 

our Offering Circular. CEF will offer and sell our securities only in states 
where authorized. The securities are subject to certain risk factors as described 

in our Offering Circular. CEF investments are not insured by the FDIC, SIPC, 

or any other governmental agency.) 

 

 

Luther 

on the 

Reformation 

We do not seek 

the favor of men by 

our doctrine, for we 

teach that all men are 

ungodly by nature and 

are the children of 

wrath.  We condemn 

the free will of man, 

his strength, wisdom, 

righteousness, and all 

religion of man’s own 

devising.  In short, we say that there is nothing whatever 

in us that serves to merit grace and the remission of sins.  

But we preach that we obtain this grace only and merely 

by the mercy of God for Christ’s sake. … 

 

This surely is not preaching to please men and the 

world; for nothing can more deeply and bitterly irritate 

the world than the condemnation of its wisdom, 

righteousness, religion, and power. … 

 

So we, with Paul, most confidently and certainly 

pronounce accursed all doctrine that does not agree with 

ours; for by our preaching we are seeking neither the 

applause of men nor the favor of princes and bishops but 

the favor of God alone.  His grace and gift alone we 

preach, despising and condemning whatever is of 

ourselves.    
(from What Luther Says-A Practical In-Home Anthology for 

the Active Christian, compiled by Ewald M. Plass, © 1959 

Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Missouri. 
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Mark Your 
Calendars! 

Our annual Voters 

Assembly will be held on 

Sunday, November 8.  
We’ll elect officers and 

set a budget for 2021 and 

further discuss other to-be-announced items of business. 

 We have several leadership positions to fill 

through our election at this meeting.  Our Stewardship 

Chairman Arleen Jacobsson is currently looking for 

persons to serve.  So, if you are asked, please prayerfully 

consider saying, Yes.  Remember, God doesn’t call the 

qualified; He qualifies the called. 
We urge every member of the Congregation to 

attend all meetings to keep up on the issues being 

addressed and to express your thoughts. 

  We’ll look forward to seeing you all on November 

8, for our annual Voters Assembly.   
 

 
If I Were Elected 

If I were entrusted with a place of service by my 

church, I would be filled with awe because of it being a 

divine task.  Because of being a co-laborer with God, I 

would see in the church’s call, the high calling of God. 

I would accept the position with humility, sensing 

my dependence upon God in all things, particularly in a 

church-centered task. 

I would accept the position with determination to 

carry out the task by all means and at all cost, knowing 

that my acceptance means I am responsible for this area 

of work, and if I fail, it will not be done. 

I would accept the position with dedication, 

knowing that I will have to sacrifice time and means 

from less important things.  God must come first in my 

life. 

I would accept the position with joy, knowing that I 

will be working with Christ and His people; having joy 

in being chosen as an instrument of His power and love. 

 

 

 

 

 

Operation: 

Christmas Child 
 

Samaritan’s Purse is 

transforming lives as they 

deliver Christmas boxes to 

poor children around the 

globe.  Along with the gifts, 

pastors teach the children about the love of God through 

Christ Jesus.  

Samaritan’s Purse is grateful you plan to join us this 

year in packing traditional boxes, building a shoebox 

online, or both.  Check out creative ideas from Operation 

Christmas Child Project Leaders across the U.S. who are 

making modifications to shoebox packing in order to 

ensure that children around the world are still blessed 

with great joy and the Good News of Jesus 

Christ. National Collection Week is Nov. 16–23, 2020. 

Go to samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-

child/covid-19 for more information and to build a 

shoebox online. 

Thank you for participating in this worthwhile 

project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

   

    

 

 

“Stand firm.  Let nothing move you.  Always 
give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, 
because you know that your labor in the Lord is 
not in vain.” 1 Corinthians 15:58 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/pack-a-shoe-box/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/buildonline
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/buildonline
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/article/five-creative-ways-to-pack-shoeboxes-during-covid-19/
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Dedicated Mites at Work 
What a blessed privilege we have – to assist in 

mission work by saving our loose change (and currency) 

in our mite containers.  This is one simple way to help 

spread God’s kingdom, something everyone can do!  

During October we bring in our mites and dedicated 

them to the Lord’s service. 

This month as you put money into your mite 

container, say a prayer for the Food & Clothing Co-op at 

Ft. Wayne seminary. 

Christ in His Holy Word commands us to go and 

teach all nations about Him and what He has done for us 

(Matthew 28:19).  Individuals from around this country 

and the world come to Concordia Theological Seminary 

in Ft. Wayne, Indiana, to prepare to serve God’s people 

here in the United States as well as in mission work 

around world.   

When these students make the decision to leave their 

jobs and come to the seminary with their families, they 

no longer have the same financial flow of funds that they 

had before, but continue to have the same financial 

needs.  Spouses in many student families do find 

employment in Ft. Wayne, but most are marginalized 

because the employers know that they will only be here 

for a short time, throwing families into difficult financial 

positions. 

The seminary seeks to reduce this financial burden 

by providing students access to a Food Co-op, which 

currently supplies between 80% and 90% of all families’ 

food and household needs each month at no cost to the 

student, relying upon donations from individuals, 

congregation, and organizations. 

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

(LWML)-Michigan District, meeting virtually in July, 

2020, granted $10,000.00 for the purchase of perishable 

items for the Food and Clothing Co-op of Concordia 

Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, Indiana, for the 2020-

2022 biennium. 
 

 

Thank you for bringing in 
your “Mites!” 

 
Serve the Lord with 

Gladness!

Hope Women in Mission 
We continue to try to plan in person meetings of 

some kind.  The work of the Lord continues even in this 

pandemic and we want to be a part of it.  Keep watching 

your emails for more information. 

 

 

 

Irish Hills Zone Rally 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Hillsdale is hosting 

the Fall Rally of the Irish Hills Zone of the Michigan 

District-Lutheran Women’s Missionary League.  The 

Rally is Saturday, October 24, beginning at 9:00 a.m. 

with Registration.  Meeting and program begin at 9:30 

a.m.   Because of the current situation, there will be no 

continental breakfast or lunch served at the Rally. 

We hope that we will be able to livestream Rally for 

those not comfortable meeting with us in person. 

Let Mary or Sharron know if you’re going so we can 

arrange to carpool. 

 

 

 

October is Mite Month 

We bring in the coins and folding money we’ve been 

saving in our mite containers and dedicate them to the 

Lord’s service during October.  You may bring your 

mites to church and place them on Mary Martinal’s 

office desk or in her mailbox.  Please mark these as 

mites.  If you would like a mite container, please talk to 

Mary or to Sharron Sheridan. 

 

 

 

LWML Sunday is October 11 

On Sunday, October 13, we will celebrate LWML 

Sunday with worship featuring some parts of the 

specially prepared worship materials provided by 

LWML.  The theme this year is “Kingdom People 

Produce Kingdom Fruit.” 

This is the mission of the LWML:  to assist each 

woman of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in 

affirming her relationship with the Triune God so that 

she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of 

the world.  Our focus is on Bible Study and mission 

service. 

Thank You, Lord, for blessing the LWML and keep 

her faithful to You into the future! 

c.), call the Church Office 
, 263-4317.   

You are the Face of LWML! 
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Happy Birthday  
Dale Martinal 9 
Stephanie Butler 12 
Carole Pahl 12 
Tony Louden 13 
Ruth Lamley 17 
Paul Theung  18 
Mike Griffith 20 
Jessicca Hofbauer 25 
Chuck Presley 26 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Baptismal 
Anniversaries 

Emma Wetzel 6 
Peyton Ziegler  16 
Marcia Albain 19 
Eleanor Schippers 20 
 
 

 

 

 

Wedding 
Anniversaries 

Bill & Barb Davis     10 
Michael & Andrea Jenkins 26 
 

Congratulations… 

….to Bill & Barb, who celebrate 
their 50th wedding anniversary on 
the 10th! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Pray This Month:          

 For all the nations, for all suffering from COVID-19; for all experiencing conflict and economic 

troubles 

 For Our Nation –  

  that God would provide guidance and assistance to all firemen and fire officials 

  that God would comfort, guide, support all who have lost loved ones, homes and belongings 

in the recent natural disasters and through violence 

 For His Church –  

  that God would strengthen and protect all His people and move us to witness boldly 

 For Hope –  

  that God would guide our Administrative Board as they do their work and would raise godly 

leaders to assist us in fulfilling our mission for God  

  that God would bless and grow our Sunday School, our congregation,  

 For Those who grieve:  families of:  Dianne Gentz, Ardith Stewardson, Dayna Butler, Jackie 

Lamba 

 For Those (among many others) who struggle with illness or injuries –   

  Myrna Sheldon   Ron Gentz Chuck & Ruth Presley 

  Paul & Judy Theung Dave & Dee Weisenfelder Margaret Parker  

  Dorothy Parker  Tricia Moyer-Fowler Maynard Howard 

  Les & Sue Howard  Eleanor Schippers Esther von Fange (hospice) 

  Marcia Albain (headaches) Patti Vergiels (pain) Andrea Jenkins 

  Michelle Wetzel (shingles) Sherrell Hofbauer (back) Brad Housman (pain) 

  Jim Hill (Parkinson’s) Jim & Diana Gulliksen Mike Weisenfelder 

  Kristie Smith (eye issues) Stephen Palmiter (Crohn’s) Arnie Saylor 

  Marti Hudelston Jada Korsman  Karl Kellk 

  Jon Willett (lung transplant) John Parlier Micheal Thiel 

  Tammy Murphy Ernie Henzi (hospice) Jamie Murphy (cirrhosis) 

  Bill & Jeanie Landry Larry & Betty Bendes  Alan Garrison  

  Gloria Putten George Mosier   Verna Garsey 

  Casey Muck (concusion) Doug Thumm (cancer)  Meredith Louden (cancer) 

  Rod Pender (cancer) Mark Case (cancer)  Brenda Kafer (cancer) 

  L. J. Jones (cancer) Dale Chase (cancer)  Andrew Frank (cancer) 

  Shannon (cancer) David Baumgartner (cancer) Kelsey (cancer) 
  Bob Gage (cancer) Mark Garcia (cancer)  Doug Williams (cancer) 

  Joanne Sohl (cancer) Jim Barancin (cancer)  Tim Parros (cancer) 

  Gregg Woods (cancer)  Jerry Strayer (cancer)  Tom Salbut (cancer) 

  We give thanks to God for His many blessings.  

Contact the Church Office, 263-4317 or hopelcms@tc3net.com, with new requests and/or updates.  

These will be printed in the weekly bulletin and sent along by email to those with email addresses on 

file in the office. 
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October 2020  
 

Sunday 
 

Monday 
 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

 
Friday 

 
Saturday 

 
        
[C] = Communion 

Voters’ Meeting – 

Sunday, November 8 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  

 
1        

9:30am Home 

School Group  

 

 
2     

 

 

3 
 

 
4       18th Sunday a. Pentecost 

9:00am  Classic Praise [C] 

(Masks Required)   

10:30am  New Song [C]  

(Masks Optional) 

 

 
5 

 

 
6 

9:30am 

Gentz Sm Gr 

 

 
7 

NO Bible Study 

 
8 

9:30am Home 

School Group  

 

 

 
9 

 

 
10 

 

 
11     19th Sunday a. Pentecost 

LWML Sunday 

9:00am  Classic Praise [C] 

(Masks Required)   

10:30am  New Song [C]  

(Masks Optional) 

 

 
12 

 

 
13 

9:30am 

Gentz Sm Gr 

6:30pm 

Elders 

 
14 

6:30pm Bible Study  

 

 
15      

9:30am Home 

School Group  

 
 

 

 

 
16 

 

 
17 

 

 
18   20th Sunday a. Pentecost 

9:00am  Classic Praise [C] 

(Masks Required)   

10:30am  New Song [C]  

(Masks Optional) 

3:00pm Sande Party 

 
19 

6pm Admin. 

Board 

 

 

 

 
20 

9:30am 

Gentz Sm Gr 

 

 
21   

NO Bible Study 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

 
22 

9:30am Home 

School Group  

 

 

 

 

 
23 
 

 
24 

9am Irish Hills 

Zone Rally @ St. 

Paul’s, Hillsdale  

 
25    Reformation Sunday 

9:00am  Classic Praise [C] 

(Masks Required)   

10:30am  New Song [C]  

(Masks Optional) 

 

 
26 

 
27 

9:30am 

Gentz Sm Gr 
 

 
28 

6:30pm Bible Study 

 
29 

9:30am Home 

School Group  

 

 
30 

 

 

 
 31 
 

 

October 2020 Servant Schedule  

Oct. 4 9:00 a.m. ELDER:  John Butler  
 10:30 a.m. ELDER:  John Butler; READERS:  Jennifer Sande, John Butler 
 
Oct. 11   9:00 a.m. ELDER:  Ron Gentz  
 10:30 a.m. ELDER:  Rick Wetzel; READERS:  Youth, Rick Wetzel   

Oct. 18   9:00 a.m. ELDER:  Ron Gentz  
 10:30 a.m. ELDER:  Rick Wetzel; READERS:  Judy Theung; Rick Wetzel 

Oct. 25   9:00 a.m. ELDER:  Jim Logan  
 10:30 a.m. ELDER:  Bill Kohn; READERS:  Carol Herter, Bill Kohn 

 


